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Psalm 150:  
 1

 Praise the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty firmament!  

 
2
 Praise Him for His mighty acts; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness! 

 
3
 Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp!  

 
4
 Praise Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes!  

 
5
 Praise Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals ! 

 
6
 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD! 

Belove d Congregation of the Lord Je sus Christ,  

The las t five Psalms ech o with Hallelujah’s, wh ich in English means “Pra ise the Lord”. Over half of the Halle lujah ’s in the Psalms are foun d in the las t five cha pters.  The 

last cha pter u ses the w ord in re petitio us rapidfire – 13 uses in 6 verses.  The cl imax of the bo ok of Psalms an d of life itself is in Halle lujah!  

Our Catechism captu res this and calls u s to give ourse lves to God in thankful living…w hy? That God ma y be pra ise d by us. We exis t fo r no othe r ultima te purpose, 
than God’s praise an d glory. The book o f Psalms encourages us to k now God f or the pu rpose of pra ise. Do you know God we ll en o ugh to p raise h im?  The way to k now 

God is by the stu dy of and s ubmis sion t0, the s criptu res!  

Our theme is, Al l crea tures are made fo r the purpose of praise!  We wil l stu dy the Whe re, Why, How and Who of p raising God!  

First we ask whe re we pra ise God?  

2 places: 1) In His sanctuary.  So metimes we cal l the roo m in w hich we are wo rshippin g a sanctuary.  However, it is impo rtan t we know the d iffere nce from ou r  bu ild ing 

to wha t the Psalm ist refers to.  

When we com pare scrip ture w ith s criptu re and look in the Psalms for the mean ing of  the word sanctuary, we are draw n to think of God ’s Holy Hill (Psalms 2 and 3), his 

Holy Mounta in in Zion (Psalm 48) where the L ORD himself dwelled in his h oly te mple (Psalm 5, 11).   

Israel was b ound by God to pra ise God in his dwe lling p lace.  And s o the y w ould travel to this te mple three times a year f or their great feas tin g festivals, to g ive Praise 

to God. Can you p icture the gatherin g of tens of th ousands of Jews, beside K ing Solomon ’s tem ple, givin g praise to Go d!  What  a spectacle!  

Contrast what should have been wit h what wa s: Th is ho ly place was often plun dered, d usted over, twice destroyed, desecrated an d dirtied by sin.  It was loo ted and 
pillage d over and over again by wicked k ings w ho coveted its go ld.  It was utterly des troyed for the pe ople’s paganism, for rathe r than givin g praise to God, the 
Israelites ch ose to go to every hig h hi ll to offe r pra ise to the baa ls.  The temple was the p lace whe re money change rs were b uying an d sell ing their wares in the time of 

Christ. We were ma de for praise, bu t we pi llage d the place of pra ise!  

Beloved, this is why Christ ca me: to deal with the pol lution an d guilt o f our sin that had mu cked up h is dwe llin g pla ce.  Chr is t became our temple, o ur l iving san ctuary 

in heaven.  

Praise God! We can gathe r to gether to wors hip the L ord in the beauty o f ho liness. The way tha t was once blo cked has been ope ned up.  Chi ldre n, remembe r ho w the 
Garden of Eden was c losed by flaming Che rubs to A dam and Eve.  That is how heaven was to us!  But now Jesus has o pened u p the  way, and we enter in h im, raised up 

by his Holy Spir it into the throne ro om o f God himself in heaven!  

2) In his mig hty firmamen t,  which b rings us back to the bo ok of Genesis 1.14, 15, and 17 where the same w ord is used, sho wing us praises a re to be offe re d up in the 

expanses of the heavens.  

Our pra ises may no t sto p as we walk away fro m gatherin g together.  We are to praise God in the hal lways as we exit, and th rou ghou t the pitted pathways o f life.  

When we are hun gry, hurtin g and tired we sti ll have reason to live after our p urp ose!   

But we have three majo r dif ficu lties which consta ntly conf ron t us: 1) O ur s in inclination.  How can we praise Go d, when we d on’t feel l ike it?  2 ) Sata n attack s us. His 
attacks are intense & wearying 3) Cre ation is curse d.  Creation is ful l of Cha nge and decay and h urt a nd dea th? O ur wo rld is infe cted a nd corru pte d by the plague of 

sin. Romans 8.22 speaks of how the wh ole creation groans and labo rs with birth pangs.   

The way of esca pe in these d ifficulties is in ou r next po int:  



Why we praise God?  

1) His mig hty A cts. Psalm 104 and the creative wo rks of God. Creation was create d for the purp ose of p raise. The psalm ist concludes “I w ill si ng t o t he Lor d as l ong as 

liv e; I wil l si ng pr ai se t o God w hi le I have my  bei ng”.   

Think of the great redem ptive acts of Psalm 105, in ca llin g Ab raham, redee ming Israel fro m Pharoah’s hand, p roviding fo od an d drink in their wilderness wa ndering, 
and givin g the pro mised la nd, a land f low ing with milk an d honey. “So he br ought hi s pe opl e out wi t h Joy , hi s chose n one s wit h si ngi ng.”  

The answer to o ur d ifficulties is in Christ. When Ch rist came, he b roug ht fu ll re demp tio n and h ope of full restoration.  Ou r gr ief is te mpo rary.   Our tears are measu red.  
We have perspective. We were created f or p raise, and God has recreated us for praise.  God is making al l things new.  We earnestly await ou r future ado ption an d the 

redemp tio n of ou r bo dies.  

We praise God fo r wha t he has d one. Every waking mome nt of fers ano the r reason to p raise God!  

2. His Excellent Grea tness We pra ise God fo r wh o he is. His cha racte r is reas on eno ugh f or us to p raise God. For w ho i n t he he ave ns can be compar e d t o t he LO R D? Who 

among t he sons of t he mi ghty can be lik e ne d t o t he LO R D? (P sa 89:6)  

In five o ther uses of this amp lifying te rm “excelle nt”, it refers to God’s a boun din g Hessed, God’s abun dant tende r mercies, faithfulness, com passion a nd stea dfast 

love.  

Arth ur Pink has a classic work o n the a ttribu tes of Go d, which offe r you reaso n afte r reason to p raise God. Hear wha t he says  abou t God’s fa ith fulness: “ Be hol d O ne 

w ho i s f ait hf ul, f ait hf ul i n all t hi ngs, f ait hf ul at all ti me s. " K now t her ef or e t hat t he Lor d t hy God, He i s God, t he f ait hf u l God"  

And then he e xpla ins why we sh ould focus on this a ttr ibu te:  The appr e he nsi on of t hi s bl e sse d tr ut h w ill be ge t i ncr e asi ng conf i de nce i n God. Whe n w e tr ustf ul ly r e si gn 
our sel ve s, and all our aff ai r s i nt o God’ s hands, f ull y per suade d of Hi s l ove and f ait hf ul ne ss, t he sooner shall w e be sati sfi e d wit h hi s pr ovi de nce & se e t hat " He doet h all 

t hi ngs we ll ."  

The faithfu lness of Go d is just o ne attrib ute o f God to fo cus on. Sing, Read, memo rize, meditate on the Psalms, ca reful ly and  you will g row to know Go d mo re and 

more, and p raise him fo r all His attr ibu tes.  

We come now to how we are to pra ise God. Six t imes in verses 2-5 the w ord Halleluja h is use d, with diffe rent instrumen tation accenting how to pra ise the Lord. Dr. 
James Montg omery Bo ice explains tha t the Psalm’s poe try em phasizes the advan cing purpose and e xp ression of one key idea: Hale llujah. With a d riving repetition, 
like a hammer that kee ps pou nding in a nail, th is psalm keeps hamme rin g the one p oin t: Halellujah!  

The ins tru menta tio n enco mpasses a fu ll ran ge of ways to pra ise God – the Psalmist is saying, in effect, with whatever you have, praise G od!  The dis tinctions be tween 
the ins tru ments mentioned a re no t to be presse d, beyond the fa ct that every kin d of instrumen t, solemn or joyous, percussive or melo dic, gen tle or stride nt, is ra llied 
here to the p raise of Go d!   

Childre n, what the Psalmis t is sayin g is, use every gif t you have to the praise of God. Don’t play your harm onica to bother you r siste r, play your ha rmo ni ca to the glory 

of God.  With w hatever you have been given, use it to Go d’s glory.  

Fourthly, we ask the ques tio n, who is to p raise the Lord? A nd to th is ques tio n the Psalm ist could no t be clearer: Le t everything that has breath praise the L ORD! All 

humanity must praise Go d.   

1) Believers: Psalm14 9 calls Israel to rejo ice in the ir maker.  The sain ts have the f irst obligation to o bey th is co mmand. We know s o much mo re abou t the world and its 
relationsh ip to its creator.  We know of Go d’s m igh ty acts an d his awes ome character. We have tasted o f his s teadfas t love in  Ch ris t.  We are under s trict obligation, to 
show the authe nticity of ou r faith th rou gh p raise!  Th is Hallelu jah is impera tive – you have no o ption, bu t to praise Go d.  You have heard the im perative 13 times – are 

you liste ning, an d wil l you o bey?  

B. Unbelievers & Creatures:  Psalm 148 cal ls all creatu res in heaven an d on earth to p raise God as their creator, and as the re deemer o f his pe ople Israel.  This 
impera tive is fo r unbe lievers – they see God’s glory in creation, in the glory of the chan ging seasons, with the blossom ing o f the f lowers and trees, in m icr o biology an d 

in the e xpanses of the heavens, they tas te of God’s glo ry, and also must g ive God pra ise!  



Psalm 148:7-12 speaks of sea m ons ters, beasts an d cal l cattle, cree ping th ings an d flyin g birds that join with us to declare God’s praise . A ll that have brea th are to g ive 
God praise.  (R e v 5:13 ) And e ver y cr e at ur e w hi ch i s i n he ave n and on t he e art h and under t he e ar t h and such as are i n t he se a, and all t hat ar e  i n t he m, I he ar d sayi ng: 

"B le ssi ng and honor and gl or y and powe r Be t o Hi m w ho si t s on t he t hrone  

All creatures wil l be b roug ht into harm ony with one an other, and with ma n as the fea r of man is rem oved fro m the m by Christ.  Al l crea tio n wil l give God glo ry, being 

remade and refashioned to p raise God f orever and ever!   

Beloved, let us together Praise the L ORD, for who he is, for what he has do ne, wherever we are, and w ith a ll that we have. Chris t is w orthy! Whatever we may forget 

about the Psalms, never fo rget tha t cen tral to authentic faith is the praise o f God  

I close with reading Revelation 4.9-11 an d ou r ob liga tion to give God pra ise for his creation:  

Whe ne ver t he li vi ng cr e at ur e s gi ve gl ory and honor and t hank s t o Hi m w ho sit s on t he t hr one, w ho li ve s f or e ver and e ve r, t he t we nt y-f our el der s f al l dow n bef ore Hi m w ho 
si ts on t he t hr one and w or shi p Hi m w ho li ve s f or e ver and e ve r, and cast t hei r cr ow ns be fore t he t hr one, sayi ng: " You are w ort hy , O Lor d, To r e ceiv e gl or y and honor an d 

pow er; F or You cre ate d all t hi ngs, And by Your wi ll t he y e xi st and we re cr e at e d."  

And w it h R ev el ati on 5.9 -1 4 and our obli gati on t o giv e God pr ai se f or re de mpti on:  

And t hey sang a ne w song, sayi ng: " You ar e w or t hy t o t ake t he scr oll , And t o ope n i t s se al s; F or You w er e sl ai n, And hav e r e d e e me d us to God by Your bl ood O ut of e ve ry 
tri be and t ongue and pe opl e and nati on, And hav e made us ki ngs and pri e st s t o our God; And w e shall r ei gn on t he e art h." The n I l ook e d, and I he ar d t he v oi ce of many 
angel s ar ound t he t hr one , t he li vi ng cre ature s, and t he el der s; and t he numbe r of t he m w as t e n t housand ti me s te n t housand, a nd t housands of t housands, sayi ng w it h a 
loud v oi ce: " Wort hy i s t he Lamb w ho w as sl ai n To r e cei v e pow er and ri che s and wi sdom, And st re ngt h and honor and gl or y and bl e ssi ng!" And e v ery cre at ure w hi ch i s i n 
he av e n and on t he e ar t h and under t he e ar t h and such as are i n t he se a, and all t hat ar e i n t he m, I he ar d sayi ng: " B le ssi ng and honor and gl or y and powe r Be t o Hi m w ho 
si ts on t he t hr one , And t o t he Lamb, f or ev er and e ver !" The n t he f our li vi ng cre ature s sai d, " Ame n!" And t he t w e nt y - four el der s f el l dow n and w or shi pe d Hi m w ho liv e s 
for ev er and e ver .  
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1. W__________________________________________________?  

 In His S______________________________________________________ Psa 2:6 | 3:5 | 5:8 | 11:4 | 48:2 

 In his mighty F_________________________________________________ Gen 1:14,15,17 

 Q.  What makes it hard to praise God?  

 

 

2. W___________________________________________ _________? 

A.  His mighty A_____________________________________________ Creat ion: Psa 104 | Redempt ion: Psa 105 

 B. His Excel lent G____________________________________________ Psa 89:6 

 

 

 

3. H_____________________________________________________?  



 

 

4. W_____________________________________________________?  

A. B______________________________________________ Psa 149 

B. Unbel ievers & al l C ______________________________________________ Psa 148:7-12 

Q. Do we have a choice to praise God?  Why or why not?  

 

 

 

 

Q. Why are Revelat ion 4:9- 11 & Revelat ion 5:9-14  so helpful for us  to consider at the close?  

 


