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Psalm 150:
Pralse the LORD! Praise God in His sanctuary; Praise Him in His mighty firmament!
Pralse Him for His mighty acts; Praise Him according to His excellent greatness!
Pralse Him with the sound of the trumpet; Praise Him with the lute and harp!
Pralse Him with the timbrel and dance; Praise Him with stringed instruments and flutes!
Pralse Him with loud cymbals; Praise Him with clashing cymbals!
® Let everything that has breath praise the LORD. Praise the LORD!

Beloved Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,

The last five Psalms echo with Hallelujah's, which in English means "Praise the Lord”. Overhalf of the Hallelujah's in the Psalms are found in the last five chapters. The
last cha pter uses the word in re petitious rapidfire - 13 usesin 6 verses. The climax of the book of Psalms and of life itself is in Halle lujah!

Our Catechism captures this and calls us to give ourseves to God in thankful living...why? That God may be praised by us. We exist for no other ultimate purpose,
than God's praise and glory. The book of Psalms encourages us to know God for the purpose of praise. Do you know God we ll enough to praise him? The way toknow
God is by the study of and submission to, the scriptures!

Ourtheme is, All creatures are made for the purpose of praise! We will study the Where, Why, How and Who of praising God!
First we ask whe re we praise God?

2 places: 1) InHis sanctuary. Sometimes we callthe room in which we are worshipping a sanctuary. However, itis importantwe know the difference from our building
to whatthe Psalmist refers to.

When we compare scripture with scripture and look in the Psalms for the meaning of the word sanctuary, we are drawn to think of God's Holy Hill (Psalms 2 and 3), his
Holy Mountainin Zion (Psalm 48) where the LORD himself dwelled in his holy temple (Psalm 5, 11).

Israelwas bound by God to praise God in his dwelling place. Andsothey would travel to this te mple three times a year for their great feasting festivals, to give Praise
to God. Can you picture the gathering of tens of thousands of Jews, beside King Solomon's temple, giving praise to God! What a spectacle!

Contrast what should have been with what was: This holy place was often plundered, dusted over, twice destroyed, desecrated and dirtied by sin. It was looted and
pillage d over and overagain by wicked kings who coveted its gold. Itwas utterly destroyed for the pe ople’s paganism, for ratherthan giving praise to God, the
Israelites chose to go to every high hill to offer praise to the baals. The temple was the place where money changers were b uyingand selling their wares in the time of
Christ. We were made for praise, butwe pillaged the place of praise!

Beloved, this is why Christ came: to deal with the pollution and quilt of our sin that had mucked up his dwelling place. Christbecame our temple, ourliving sanctuary
in heaven.

Praise God! We can gathe rtogetherto worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. The way thatwas once blocked has been opened up. Children, rememberhow the
Garden of Eden was closed by flaming Che rubs to Adam and Eve. Thatis how heavenwas to us! But now Jesus has opened up the way, and we enter in him, raised up

by his Holy Spiritinto the throne room of God himself in heaven!

2) In'his mighty firmament, which brings us back to the book of Genesis 1.14, 15, and 17 where the same word is used, showing us praises are to be offere d up in the
expanses of the heavens.

Our praises may not stop as we walk away from gathering together. We are to praise God inthe hallways as we exit, andthrou ghout the pitted pathways ofife.
When we are hungry, hurting and tired we still have reason to live after our purpose!

But we have three major difficulties which constantly confrontus: 1) Oursin inclination. How can we praise God, when we don'tfeellike it? 2) Satan attacks us. His
attacks are intense & wearying 3) Creationis cursed. Creation is full of Change and decay and hurtand death? Ourworld is infe cted and corrupte d by the plague of
sin. Romans 8.22 speaks of how the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs.

The way of escape in these difficulties is in ournext point:



Why we praise God?

1) His mighty Acts. Psalm 104 and the creative works of God. Creation was created for the purpose of praise. The psalmist concludes 'l will singtothe Lord as long as
live; I will sing praise to God while | have my being".

Think of the great redem ptive acts of Psalm 105, in calling Abraham, redee ming Israel from Pharoah's hand, providing food and drink in their wil demess wandering,
and giving the promised land, a land flowing with milk and honey. "So he brought hispeople out with Joy, his chosen anes with singing.”

The answer to our difficulties is in Christ. When Christ came, he brought full re demption and hope of full restoration. Our griefis temporary. Our tears are measured.
We have perspective. We were created for praise, and God has recreated us for praise. God is making all things new. We eamestly await our future adoption and the
redemption of our bodies.

We praise God for whathe has done. Every waking moment offers another reason to praise God!

2. His Excellent Greatness We praise God forwhohe is. His characteris reason enough for us to praise God. For whointhe heavens can be comparedto the LORD? Who
among the sons of the mighty can be likenedtothe LORD? (Psa 89:6)

Infive other uses of this amplifying term “excellent”, it refers to God's abounding Hessed, God's abundant tende r mercies, faithfulness, com passion and stea dfast
love.

Arthur Pink has a classic work on the attributes of God, which offeryou reason after reason to praise God. Hear whathe says about God's faithfulness: " Behold One
whoisfaithful, faithfulin allthings, faithful at all times. "Know therefore that the Lordthy God, Heis God, the faithfu God"

And then he explains why we should focus on this attribute: The apprehension of this blessed truth will beget increasing confidence in God. When we trustfully resign
ourselves, and all our affairsinto God's hands, fully persuaded of Hislove and faithfulness, the sooner shall we be satisfi ed with his providence & see that "He doeth all
things well."

The faithfulness of Godis just one attribute of God to focus on. Sing, Read, memorize, meditate on the Psalms, carefully and you will grow to know God more and
more, and praise him for all His attributes.

We come now to how we are to praise God. Sixtimes in verses 2-5 the word Hallelujah is use d, with diffe rent instrumentation accenting how to praise the Lord. Dr.
James Montgomery Boice explains that the Psalm’s poetry em phasizes the advancing purpose and expression of one key idea: Hale llujah. With a driving repetition,
like a hammer that keeps pounding in a nail, this psalm keeps hammering the one point: Halellujah!

The instrumentation encompasses a full range of ways to praise God - the Psalmist is saying, in effect, with whatever you have, praise God! The distinctions be tween
the instruments mentioned are notto be pressed, beyond the fact that every kind of instrument, solemn or joyous, percussive or melodic, gentle orsstrident, is rallied
here to the praise of God!

Children, what the Psalmistis saying s, use every giftyou have to the praise of God. Don't play your harmonica to bother yoursister, play yourharmonica to the glory
of God. With whateveryou have been given, use itto God's glory.

Fourthly, we ask the question, whos to praise the Lord? And to this question the Psalmist could not be clearer. Let everything that has breath praise the LORD! Al
humanity must praise God.

1) Believers: Psalm1; calls Israel to rejoice in their maker. The saints have the first obligation to obey this command. We know so much more about the world and its
relationship to its creator. We know of God's mighty acts and his awesome character. We have tasted of his steadfast love in Christ. We are under strict obligation, to
show the authenticity of our faiththrough praise! This Hallelujah is imperative - you have no option, butto praise God. You have heard the im perative 13 times - are
you liste ning, and willyou obey?

B. Unbelievers & Creatures: Psalm 148 calls all creaturesin heaven and on earth to praise God as their creator, and as the re deemer of his pe ople Israel. This
imperative is for unbe ievers - they see God's glory in creation, in the glory of the changing seasons, with the blossoming of the flowers and trees, in micr o biology and
in the expanses of the heavens, they taste of God's glory, and also must give God praise!



Psalm 148:7-12 speaks of sea monsters, beasts and call cattle, cree ping things and flying birds that join with us to declare God's praise . Allthathave breath are to give
God praise. (Revs:13) And every creature which isin heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as are inthe sea, and all that are in them, | heard saying:
"Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who sitson the throne

All creatures will be brought into harmony with one another, and with man as the fear of man is removed from them by Christ. All crea tion will give God glory, being
remade and refashioned to praise God foreverand ever!

Beloved, let us together Praise the LORD, forwho he is, for what he has done, whereverwe are, and with all that we have. Christis worthy! Whatever we may forget
about the Psalms, never forget that central to authentic faith is the praise of God

I close with reading Revelation 4.9-11and our obligation to give God praise for his creation:

Whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four eldersfall down before Him who
sits on the throne and worship Him who livesforever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne, saying: "You are worthy, O Lord, Toreceive glory and honor and
power; For You created all things, And by Your will they exist and were created."

And with Revelation 5.9-14 and our obligation to give God praise for redemption:

And they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy totake the scroll, And to openits seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of every
tribe and tongue and people and nation, And have made us kings and priests to our God; And we shallreign onthe earth." Then! looked, and | heard the voice of many
angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders; andthe number of them wastenthousand times ten thousand, a nd thousands of thousands, saying with a
loud voice: "Worthy isthe Lamb who was slain Toreceive power and riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!" And every creature whichisin
heaven and on the earth and under the earth and such as arein the sea, and allthat arein them, I heard saying: "Blessing and honor and glory and power Be to Him who
sits on thethrone, Andto the Lamb, forever and ever!" Then the four living creatures said, "Amen!" And the twenty- four elders fell down and worshiped Him who lives
forever and ever.
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Q. What makes it hard to praise God?
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Q.Do we have a choice to praise God? Why or why not?

Q. Why are Revelation 4:9-11 & Revelation 5:9-14 so helpful for us to consider at the close?



