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Beloved Congregation of Our Lord Jesus Christ,  

 Once more, we read in the Bible a remarkable story told in rich detail.  There is 

much to marvel about here of two extraordinary events: a special birth and a resurrection.  We 

live by faith and not by sight.  This story can be received by faith only.  The naturalists and the 

atheists of our day must of course deny the possibility of the supernatural but by faith we have 

hope in the reality of the resurrection from the dead.  We look forward at the deathbed and 

graveside in the blessed hope of the resurrection.  This hope is what shapes and gives essence to 

our lives and sustains in life and in death.  In fact, this story is the story of the life of Christ, 

albeit in parallel, as so much of the narrative of the Old Testament is. There is always the fall 

from grace and the accompanying difficulties and issues and salvation for the faithful and 

restoration unto reconciliation by the covenant God by means of His Word.  That Word we come 

to know ultimately as Christ and in Christ. This story points us to Christ that we ought to reflect 

upon Christ and his atoning work on the cross, his death and resurrection for by it the veil of the 

temple was torn and peace is made between man and God!  I bring to you the word of the Lord 

under the theme: 

The Lord Saves by the Word of Life: 

1. Faithfulness and Blessing 2.  Faithfulness in Tragedy  3.  The Faithfulness of God. 

 

Faithfulness Elisha continued to do the work of God in Israel, preaching, teaching and bringing 

the light of the Word into that covenant wasteland.  That meant he travelled a fair bit, for he 

often passed through Shunem, which was some 35 kilometres from Carmel.  In that place lived a 

well to do woman who lived with her husband.  It was her desire that Elisha had a place to stay 

when he passed through either on his way to his destination or on his way back home.  She urged 
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her husband to build an enclosed room for the holy man of God (as she called Elisha) so that he 

would have a place to stay and rest. 

We note the faith of this woman and her recognition of Elisha’s calling.  It is a unique 

reference here that she uses―holy man of God―and that faith was put into action, as it was her 

desire to offer hospitality.  Her husband with her provided a place for Elisha that would serve as 

a home away from home.  In Psalm 16 we read, "As for the saints who are in the land, they are 

the glorious ones in whom is all my delight." Through the action of providing and honouring 

the man of God, we see the faithfulness of God.  There were still in the land those who had not 

bent the knee to Baal but recognized the LORD’s glory and honour.  We also see that this couple 

took delight in being the presence of one God’s saints.  As Jesus would through Paul write,  

 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one 

 another in brotherly love. Honour one another above yourselves. Never be lacking 

 in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervour, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient 

 in affliction, faithful in prayer. Share with God’s people who are in need.  

 Practice hospitality.  (Romans 12:9-13) 

 
Once more, we see how it pleased God to look after His servant by the good will of a 

woman towards his servant and the light shines in the darkness! 

Elisha after a time wanted to do something nice for this woman in return for her kindness 

to him.  He also took delight in the saints who had taken delight in him.  Elisha understanding 

her respect for him asked Gehazi, his servant to ask the woman what it was that he, Elisha, could 

do for her.  Elisha mentioned that he could speak to the king or the commander of the army.  If 

she had need, he would help and if she had trouble, he would find a way to remedy it.  The 

woman replied that she was content with her lot in life and wanted nothing in return.   
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Gehazi it seems was perceptive in ways that Elisha was not notic ing that the woman had 

no children; no son, and this meant that the family had no heir to keep the land in the family.  

When she and her husband passed on, the land would pass on to another.  

Elisha, moved by the Spirit, prophesied.  The woman would bear a child in a year!  What 

an amazing story.  But it was no mere story.  It seems she had learned contentment with this 

issue and asked that her hopes not be raised only have them dashed.  Her husband was old and 

she had come to grips with the fact that she would be childless.  But now a Word of life and 

blessing was given by the Lord who would take care of this good servant that her hospitality was 

met with His blessing.  The Lord blessed this woman’s faith!  

In the Old Testament narrative as we eagerly expect the child, that is, the seed of Eve.  

We read some amazing accounts of some extraordinary births.  We think of Abraham and Sarah 

who were called to faith and though far past the years of reproduction were blessed with a son 

Isaac.  Hannah, eyes wet with tears, prayed to God and he opened her womb.  We think also 

about Manoah and his wife (Samson’s parents) and later John the Baptist. We sing with Psalm 

127 that children are a heritage from the Lord.  He opens the womb as He sees fit. 

The record of these births speak directly to our country and a government that refuses to 

speak to the issue of abortion and a society that refuses to teach the young people and especially 

the young people that children are a gift from the Lord.  He opens the womb and we have no 

right terminate what He begins.   

And what is worse is that so many who have been involved with the sin of abortion do 

not know of the special birth of Jesus Christ, born of virgin, to take on human flesh in order that 

He might die to bring forgiveness even for that sin.  He was the Seed promised to Adam and 

Eve!  His special birth is foreshadowed in all these extraordinary births that God used to make 
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His name great in and through the lives of the of faithful blessing them in a special way for the 

faith he gave to them.   

Now we see the greatness of God!  Elisha was taken care of by a faithful woman and her 

husband and the Lord blessed this couple with a son.  But of course the story goes on.  For in the 

day that Adam and Eve ate of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, sin and the 

curse of death came upon humanity and death is part of this life’s reality until Christ comes 

again! 

Faithfulness in Tragedy In time the baby was born grew to be a fine young boy.  We 

can imagine the joy and comfort for the future that this little lad brought to his father and mother.  

Sadly, however, one day as he was heading outside to visit his father who was with the reapers 

he began to have terrible headaches.  The writers of the Kings do not tell us why the boy was 

having these severe headaches. We are not told why.  Many think he had horrible sunstroke or 

perhaps some other malady- we are not told- but the Lord God who gives and takes away life 

was working in special ways.  Here we speak of His providence and His right.  The lives of that 

family were affected forever and, likely for us who read and believe this story, it affects us as 

well.  

The father asked a servant to take the boy to his mother to be comforted.  He sat on her 

lap and he died!  He died!  And we wonder.  The world asks how a good God can do such a 

thing.  This was a good woman.  The LORD gave this woman a special child and the Lord takes 

the child away?  But the Lord was about to something wonderful.  

 By the way, the woman did not take the time to wrestle with this question of 

God’s goodness.  She acts on faith.  First, she takes the boy to Elisha’s room, for that is the place 

in her home where she feels the power of God.  She asks for a donkey and a servant for she is 
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going to see the man of God. She avoids explanations.  She does not even tell her husband that 

their son is dead. She is going to see Elisha and she is going in the hope of faith.  She is going to 

go to be with the holy man of God.  She does not head to Dan or Bethel and the so-called holy 

men over there.  We can only imagine what the Levites were all about back then.  It was not 

Sabbath or the New Moon, the days of rest and the time when worship would take place.  She 

certainly is not heading off to seek out Baal as King Ahaziah had done in a time of crisis.  God 

took hold of this woman by His Word and Spirit and she will set this matter before Him.  She 

asks for a donkey and sets out on the 35 kilometre journey to Carmel. 

 We note that Elisha is living in Carmel as Elijah had before him.  It was the place 

where the LORD has exposed Baal for the nothing he truly was and Israel proclaimed the LORD 

He is God!  She ran by Gehazi who asked after her son and she embraced the feet of Elisha.  We 

can feel her confusion, suffering and sorrow as she seeks to understand.   

Elisha as office bearer is a man of compassion.  He represents Christ.  He asks after the 

suffering and the weak even as Jesus did when the mothers brought their children to Him.  The 

disciples thought their master too busy and in the same way, Gehazi tries to keep her away.  

Elisha senses something is wrong.  He is also confronted with his own humanity.  He is a prophet 

but can speak only as the Lord reveals and he can know only what the Lord gives to him.  He 

knows that she is distressed and acknowledges that it has been hidden from him.  He points to 

Christ but he is not Christ!  Still he seeks the reason for her sorrow and represents the 

compassion and love of God for His people as Jesus did and still does.  

She points out that she did not ask for a son that she had asked that she not be deceived, 

that her hopes would not be raised only to be crushed.  Yet we get the sense that she comes in the 

hope of faith. Elisha understands that the boy is dead.   
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Elisha sent Gehazi with his staff, a symbol of his power.  Gehazi is not to speak to 

anyone.  In the Middle East one did not just say hello, one stood and talked for a while.  There is 

urgency now.  Likely Elisha as we saw last time wants to show that the power is not with him 

but it is with God so as the poor distressed widow was to perform the work of filling the jars with 

oil miraculously blessed, so now he sends Gehazi to perform the miracle. 

But the woman in faith does place her trust in Gehazi or a staff.  She will not leave the 

holy man of God.  They head back to Shunem.  As they near the house, Gehazi, who has laid the 

staff of the face of the boy, can only declare the boy is dead.  

God’s Faithfulness Elisha went to his room where the boy lay, shut the door and he 

prayed.  We note that for it was important that the inspired writer let us know that Elisha seeks 

this life giving miracle from God.  Then Elisha consumed by the Spirit and possessor of the 

Spirit lay over the boy, eyes to eyes, mouth to mouth and hands to hands.  Many see this as a 

symbolic action in that Elisha understood that the Spirit of God that was upon him must now 

come into the boy.  Wonderfully, the boy became warm and Elisha and took some time to walk 

back and forth in the room.  One more time he lay on the boy.  The boy sneezed seven times and 

opened his eyes. 

 The exact details of this account are amazing.  Try as we might however it would be 

futile to try to figure out every the precise meaning of each detail.  Why did the Lord not give 

life only through prayer, and why did Elisha have to lie on the boy two times?  Some want to see 

this as proof that Elijah was greater comparing this resurrection to the one in Zarephath.  What 

are we to make of the seven sneezes?  What happened to the soul of the boy?  What can we learn 

about life after death and so on?   
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However, the point of the story is not to answer all these questions but to provide an 

accurate account of the mighty acts of God by means of the prophet Elisha. What is amazing is 

that God burst into the natural and the result of the natural namely death and brings new life.  

The LORD demonstrates his power even over death and provides us with a confidence that 

nothing is impossible for our God.  The LORD and not Elisha is the giver of life and yet it 

pleases Him to use Elisha as an instrument of His power and glory.   

We also see that the work of God was continuing passed from Elijah to Elisha even as 

God said that it would.  This work would find its ultimate expression in Jesus Christ who by his 

own power raised people from the dead.  We are reminded of his compassion when the widow in 

Nain walked alongside the casket of her dead son. Jesus saw her tears, his heart went out to her 

and he said, “Don’t cry.” He touched the co ffin and commanded the boy to get up and he sat up 

in the coffin and started talking to his mother. Later moved at the time of the death of his friend 

Lazarus and the sorrow of that family Jesus commanded Lazarus to walk out of the tomb.  Signs 

and wonders that testified that Jesus was the Great Prophet!  He was the one greater than Moses.  

Yet all these raised from the dead would once more have to die again.  Our hope lies in 

that something greater would happen and did happen. Jesus said as we read in John 10, that he 

would lay down his life and take it up again.  He gave the people of his day the sign of Jonah: 

three days in the belly of the fish!  He gave them Easter: up from the grave he arose! 

And the work would go on where even the apostle Peter would be used by the Spirit raise 

Tabitha from the dead and Paul was used to bring life to the dead Eutychus!  All amazing 

examples of the supernatural power of God.  In addition, it all gives us the confidence and surety 

of God that in Christ Jesus the victory over Satan, sin death and hell has been won.  As Paul 
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writes to the Christians in Philippi, one day our lowly bodies will be transformed unto Christ’s 

glorious body! 

Yes beloved this is our God wonderful powerful and glorious.  To a couple who were 

barren a child was given and to a body without life, life was given and by the Spirit we 

resurrected unto new life and eternal life that awaits our resurrection from the dead when Jesus 

returns with all His glory and life.   

 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 

 according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church  and in 

 Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever.  Amen  (Eph. 3:20-21) 
 

 


