
Ecclesiastes 9:1-10 – You will Die; You Must Live 
Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: In Ecclesiastes 8, Solomon teaches that it is desirable that you realize that some things are 

unknowable.  Now he follows up in Chapter 9, by illustrating one of those unknowable things: The day of one`s death. And as 

a good teacher, he doesn’t simply say that the day of one’s death is unknowable  and left the doctrine there. He follows up his 

doctrine with an application, showing an important principle of how you are to live your life –how you are to spend your life 

knowing that you do not know when you will d ie.  God wants you to hear these two points today. 

 

Our headings are: What all men will face in their lives: Death , and How Christian Men will Live their Lives  knowing this: 

In Balance. 

 

Our goals are:  That you learn to not be obsessive 着迷  with life and living, but live life with reasonable efforts, enjoy your 

life, and live it for the glory of Christ, since you are his through the cross, and since better things are waiting for you in 

heaven. 

What all men will face in their lives! 

1 For I considered all this in my heart, so that I could declare it all: that the righteous and the wise 
and their works are in the hand of God. People know neither love nor hatred by anything they see 
before them.  

1. In Solomon’s search into the secret things of God (he studied God’s Word and he studied the book of 
God’s providence), he made some discoveries along the way (Isn’t this common…to find other 
things when you are searching for something else?)  And what Solomon found he chose to tell 

you, his brothers through Christ. 
 

2. He found out that all things are in God`s hands.  (So there was no need for him to be worried about 
the future, or worry about knowing what he couldn`t know.) Solomon’s statement answered 
common questions that man has always had, even godly men like Jeremiah and Habakkuk. Their 

concern was that God was somehow favoring the wicked.  It certainly looked that way.  
Jeremiah 12:1  Righteous are You, O LORD, when I plead with You; Yet let me talk with You about 

Your judgments. Why does the way of the wicked prosper? Why are those happy who deal so 
treacherously? 
Habakkuk 1:13  You are of purer eyes than to behold evil, And cannot look on wickedness. Why do 

You look on those who deal treacherously, And hold Your tongue when the wicked devours A 
person more righteous than he? 

 But Solomon, like others before and after him, pointed out that every single detail of man’s life is 

in the hands of the Lord.  Nothing is outside of his sovereign control.  
Deuteronomy 33:3  Yes, He loves the people; All His saints are in Your hand; They sit down at 
Your feet; Everyone receives Your words. 

John 10:29  "My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to snatch 
them out of My Father's hand.  
Psalm 31:15  My times are in Your hand; Deliver me from the hand of my enemies, And from those 

who persecute me.  

 
3. Solomon also found out something else in his studies.  He found out that God’s love to man wasn’t 

always proved by simply looking at man’s outward condition. Matthew Henry wrote a long 
time ago: “…the love and hatred of God are not to be measured and judged of by men’s outward 

condition…”  He said it extremely well.  Prosperity or good health is not always a sign of God’s 
love, and affliction is not always evidence of hatred.  The world may think a wicked man is a great 
man (maybe by his charitable deeds, etc.) but God will reveal what is in his heart when he dies. 

The world may think a poor man is cursed by God, but that may not be true either.  
 

2  All things come alike to all: One event happens to the righteous and the wicked; To the good, the  
clean, and the unclean; To him who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice. As is the good, so is  
the sinner; He who takes an oath as he who fears an oath.  



4. When will you know the true condition of men…whether they are good or bad? Only on judgment 

day you will see a distinction between those who love Christ and those who don’t. In this life 
similar events, good and bad, will happen to the good and bad through their lives.  If you come to 
worship and others don’t come to worship, you both may have your shingles blown off your roof 

in a wind storm.   A wicked neighbor may break every municipal, provincial, and federal law you 
know, but he could still be as rich as you, though you keep God’s law (along with all the 

municipal, provincial, and federal laws).  The wicked may take God’s name in vain regularly, but 
he lives a long time, just as you live a long time who does not take God’s name in vain. 

 
3  This is an evil in all that is done under the sun: that one thing happens to all. Truly the hearts of 
the sons of men are full of evil; madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go to 
the dead.  

5. But the thing you most have in common with the wicked is that both of you will die. The rich or the 
poor, the man or the woman, the Christian or the non-Christian, the wicked and the good, the weak 

or the strong, and the fast or the slow, all will die. One day you might be healthy and the next day 
you are sick and soon die. One man said that death is inescapable逃不掉的, irreversible不能撤回的, 

and impartial不偏不倚的.  The difference is this: The wicked thinks that since God does not judge 

him now, it means that God doesn’t care about right and wrong. This is his excuse to live badly. 
Wrong!  So do not envy the prosperity of wicked men.  They will shortly be dead and they have 
no future.  No one envies the dead. See how God looks at the wicked…  
 Psalm 17:14  With Your hand from men, O LORD, From men of the world who have their portion in 

this life, And whose belly You fill with Your hidden treasure. They are satisfied with children, And 
leave the rest of their possession for their babes.  

 
4  But for him who is joined to all the living there is hope, for a living dog is better than a dead lion.  
5  For the living know that they will die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no more reward, 

For the memory of them is forgotten. 6  Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now 
perished; Nevermore will they have a share In anything done under the sun.  

6. (Here is a parenthetical statement!) Solomon wants to be pastoral here. Those who are alive but not yet 

believers in Jesus Christ can still have hope to be saved. They may yet repent of their sins and find 
salvation in Jesus Christ.  They may be an ordinary dog – according to you estimation, but they 

have hope.  So it is okay to die like an ordinary dog if you believe. (“Die like a dog” doesn’t mean 
you’ll “die a nasty death” like we use it today. It means that even bad people who may not be nice 
can be saved before they die.)  All men who live have hope. Let this motivate you to evangelize. 

Don’t condemn people as being “too wicked” or “too stubborn.”  All kinds of men can be saved! 
 

7. This was not teaching, as the JW’s say, that the dead cease to exist. Consider the context.  It was simply 
saying that if you don’t repent in this life you will have no opportunity to repent when you die.  
You will have no reward. God will forget about them. They’ll get no reward in heaven or on earth. 

So it does not mean that they will cease to exist, as the JW’s assert.  

How Christian Men must live their lives knowing this: In Balance 

7  Go, eat your bread with joy, And drink your wine with a merry heart; For God has already 

accepted your works. 

1. Eat, drink, and enjoy life in balance.  Solomon offered the works of Christ, pictured in the sacrifice 
of animals in the Old Testament, but performed is reality by Christ in the New Testament.   And 

God has accepted that on his and your behalf. Rejoice. This is exactly what the people of God did. 
Acts 2:46  So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to 
house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,  

Psalms 23:5  You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; You anoint my head  
with oil; My cup runs over.  

 There will be enough troubles tomorrow.  Don’t worry about troubles.  You are not called to be  



 live lives of starvation – as the Scandinavian woman who recently died because she tried to live on 

air and sunshine. Don’t follow those who say you must live as paupers…and take vows of poverty 
for a better life. Those things won’t save you. Enjoy the bounties God has provided…but don’t 
waste them!  Enjoy alcohol, but not in excess. Enjoy your house and potato chips in moderation. 

 
8  Let your garments always be white, And let your head lack no oil.  

3. Also, you are to remain in the righteousness (new clothes) purchased for you by your husband – the 
Lord Jesus Christ. You clothes of righteousness are pure.  There is no blood on your clothes like a 
common criminals.  You have spiritual protection. 

Revelation 3:4  "You have a few names even in Sardis who have not defiled their garments; and 
they shall walk with Me in white, for they are worthy. 
Psalm 45:13  The royal daughter is all glorious within the palace; Her clothing is woven with gold.  

14  She shall be brought to the King in robes of many colors ; The virgins, her companions who 
follow her, shall be brought to You. 

 And oil (or fragrant oils, perfumes) were used to make pleasant smells.  

 
9  Live joy fully with the wife whom you love all the days of your vain life which He has given you 

under the sun, all your days of vanity; for that is your portion in life, and in the labor which you 
perform under the sun.  

4. Enjoy your wife.  Notice the change in Solomon who had multiply wives…he now spoke singularly of  

 wife. If one was enough for Paradise, one is enough today. Solomon spoke of wisdom as a spouse. 
Proverbs 5:19  As a loving deer and a graceful doe, Let her breasts satisfy you at all times; And 

always be enraptured 痴迷 with her love.  

Live faithfully. You can’t live joyfully if you can’t live honestly. Henry.  

  
5. These 3 things are antidotes 解毒剂 to the world’s worry and panic.  Think about them! 
 

10  Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is  no work or device or 

knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.  

6. Since this is your probation and preparation for heaven, you must work diligently in this life.  Let not 
death come earlier because of laziness, or carelessness.  This life is the time to be saved and 

sanctified.  There is no purgatory.  There is no cleaning of your heart or growing in sanctification 
after you die.  Henry: “What good we have an opportunity of doing, we must do while we have the 

opportunity…and do it with might, care, vigor精力, and resolution… We must “make haste while 
the sun shines.”  The time will come when you won’t be able to work. John 9:4 

Conclusion: 

All men will die…good and bad…as all animals will die.  Death is certain. There is no opportunity to 
repent after death. That door will be closed. But the Christian knows how to properly live in this world.  

 
Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: As a Christian you are not to try to die, but neither are you to be 
afraid of death. Death holds no terror for Christians.  In fact, when you have finished your life`s work, it is 

not wrong to pray for death -yes, pray for death.  You have the resurrection to which you must look 
forward.  Christ was raised from the dead and so will you.  He promised that he will not only save you but 

he will take you to be with him in heaven.  But you also know how you are to live.  You are to enjoy 
God’s gifts to you in life – you wine, your wife, your life…and worship him, and work for him with all 
your might to bring in the harvest.  

 
What a sad conclusion to the lives of the non-Christian. Every day you move one day closer to death. And 

you will die and find out that only your body dies.  Your soul still has to face an angry God…waiting to 
condemn you.  Make your life right with God today!  You can only do that through Jesus’ sacrifice.  


