
Malachi 3:7-12 – Thankfulness: Talk, Weak-Action, or True Action 
Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  How wonderful it is that you are able to stop from all your own pursuits and take a day to 

be thankful to the Lord for all his material blessings he has provided for you.  But thankfulness must be proper.  God demands 

a lifestyle of thankfulness.  Simply saying “thanks” is not enough.  You have to be thankful in your heart, you have to be 

thankful with your lips , and you have to show thankfulness in your life of obedience. 

 

Today God will call you, as those saved by Jesus Christ, to show thankfulness not just in your hearts, or in singing of lovely 

Psalms of thankfulness, or in simply saying “thanks,”  but  God will call you to show thankfulness in actions as well.  And we 

will focus in 2 areas of showing thankfulness by your actions: In giving thanks by your worship and in giv ing thanks by giving 

of your substance.  There is a rough Southern proverb I have sometimes used that summarizes this : “Talk is cheap; it takes 

money to buy whiskey威士忌酒.”  In other words, saying you will do something means virtually nothing.  It is actually doing 

what you have promised that makes a difference.   

 

Our headings are: God demands full Thanksgiving, and God Calls you to Test him in your Worship and Giving. 

God Demands Full Thanksgiving 

7 Yet from the days of your fathers You have gone away from My ordinances And have not kept 
them. Return to Me, and I will return to you," Says the LORD of hosts. "But you said, ‘In what way 

shall we return?’ 8  "Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way have 
we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings.  

1. The t ime of Malach i is about 100 years after the Babylonian captiv ity and the people became lax in worship. Init ially they  

were excited about worship. They participated in worship.  They supported worship with their t ithes. They rebuilt the 

temple.  But things started to fade – to slide.  Fathers stopped passing on truth to their children and did not ensure that 

they obeyed truth.  Oh, they said the right things.  If you asked most fathers, they would have said that they believed 

in God.  They even offered some sacrifices to God.  But the Jews were wrong in 2 ways. 

 

 a. They offered a lot of talk but their actions did not match what they said.  S pecifically, they did not tithe. They 

talked, but they did not tithe什一奉献.  A tithe was equal to one-tenth of what God gave, which the Jews were to 

return to God.  They had to bring the ti the to the temple… nowhere else. (See Verse 10.)  Somet imes the people 

brought the produce of their land or sometimes they sold the produce and brought money to the temple. When the 

tithes were given to the Lord, the Levites then distributed the tithes as necessary: among themselves and supported  

worship of God. God demands that you bring the “whole” tenth – not a part of the tenth part.   They Levites and 

priests were paid salaries to support their families. The poor to the temple were also supported from the tithe.  Now in 

the time of Malachi the people put their own personal interest of their bodies above the interest of other’s souls .  And 

they talked about believing in God and worshipping God but their act ions did not match their talk.  (Those who argue 

that tithing was part of the ceremonial law and therefore abolished need to read Genesis 14 and Matthew 23 again. ) 

 

b. Sometimes when they did tithe and worship, their action was not sufficient or appropriate.  They offered only 

partially the offerings God wanted.  They brought sickly and injured an imals as sacrifice to God. They even called the 

Sabbath a “weariness.”   Half-right was wrong.  This is like come to worship half a sleep…and singing like you don’t 

care…or letting your minds wander…God wants all of you in worship…with a sharp mind…and willing heart.  

 

2. When the Jews didn’t tithe and when they didn’t worship God on the Sabbath  as they should, they were showing that they 

did not have a full sense of what God had done for them. They were ungrateful.  This was one of the reasons they 

were sent into captivity.  But now, even after they returned, they did not live better.  Even today, you can see that the 

lack of worship and tithing are symptomat ic of what is in the heart.  The saying goes: Our hearts are tied to our bank 

accounts.  If you don’t give the Lord what belongs to him and you don’t give to the needy if shows your heart .  You 

love yourself but not others.  And if you work and not worship it shows you are not thankful for your strength. 

 

3. God characterized the Jewish actions as robbery – their refusing to give to him…or half-g iving to him what belonged to 

him. He used the word “rob,” not “steal.”  Stealing is in secret. The word “rob” implies violence. The Jews robbed 

God of many things: worship, sacrifices, honor, obedience, and tithes.  Greed is the culprit祸首here.   

 

Rarely does a man not tithe because he has no money. He simply is often greedy. And when one chooses to do his 

own business on the Lord’s Day instead of God’s business, it is also robbery of God.  

 



4. To make matters worse, the Jewish people denied robbing God and denied offering corrupt worship when God confronted

对抗them. No wonder God responded in such a strong way himself.  They robbed him (and he saw it ), but they denied 

it (and he heard them). Only an unwise man would do this.  Who robs God?  Who thinks God does not notice when he 

robs…or when he pinches a piece of h is sacrifice?  

 

5. When the people robbed God of h is tithes, his worship suffers and he becomes angry…very angry. That is a tragedy. 

Nehemiah 13:10  I also realized that the portions for the Levites had not been given them; for each 
of the Levites and the singers who did the work had gone back to his field.  

 
9  You are cursed with a curse, For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation.  

6. So God cursed the entire nation…for they robbed him of HIS bread…and HIS worship. These were no small matters. And 

it is a special curse…as the language suggests.  Their crops would fail from a lack of rain. They would put their 

earnings in their pockets but God would put holes in them.  (Haggai 1) Or God would take away their strength so they 

could not work. When God curses something it is truly cursed. They were just like the eagle who robbed the altar but 

set fire to her nest from the burning coal that adhered to the stolen flesh. So if you rob God of h is part, he will rob you 

of your part of your possession.  I should mention other things that contribute to robbing God as well: excessive 

taxat ion and underpayment or overworking of employees.  God will judge them also. 

God Calls you to Test him in your worship and giving 

10  Bring all the tithes into the storehouse, That there may be food in My house, And try Me now 
in this," Says the LORD of hosts, "If I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for 
you such blessing That there will not be room enough to receive it.  

1. God gave a command to bring what belongs to him: his tithes  and his proper worship. This was not a suggestion.  Jesus 

reiterated the same thing: 

Matthew 23:3  "Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you pay tithe of mint and anise 

and cummin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. 
These you ought to have done, without leaving the others undone . 
 

 The tithe does not belong to you.  The Sabbath Day does not belong to you.  If you waste your other days, don’t steal 

from God’s day.  If you spend your 90% poorly, don’t take from God.   If you spent your money poorly, don’t take 

from h is.  God gave you everything you have and required that you recognize his gifts by worshipping properly and 

giving back 1/10
th

  to him.  So never think of it as giving to a man, otherwise you will not tithe faithfu lly. The minister 

is never totally faithful…so don’t think about him when you give.   

 

2. God gave a challenge to test him and see if he wouldn’t bless you for your faithful obedience in b ringing proper 

worship and your tithe, even while you keep in mind that nothing you have is truly yours, but given by God to be used 

at his direction. 

1Corinthians 6:20 You are not your own, for you were bought with a (great) price.  
 

This word “try” does not mean “tempt.” The word “tempt” means “doing something wrong to see what God would 

do.” This word “try” or “test” means doing something right and seeing what God would do. 

 

3. What would be the result if the Jews tested God’s promises  by faithfully obeying?  God offered to remove all the blight – 

caused by lack of rain – from his people from their crops. This is similar to when Elijah told the widow of Zarephath 

to first make a cake for him before she made for herself and her son.  She obeyed by faith and the Lord abundantly 

provided for her needs. So trust God – that his words are true – and give to him and to others and see him bless you.  

More fully, God promised that he would pour out from heaven blessings on his people. This is both physical and 

spiritual. God will not just give you what you need, he would give you abundance.  

 

See the play on words here.  What did they need?  They needed pouring rain.  And God would “pour out” the rain 

they needed from heaven – more than enough rain. God’s blessing will not just “drizzle out,”  but “pour” out. The 

blessing would be so great that you would have not room (or vessels) enough to store up what God would give to you.  

There would be oil, wine, and flour – in all their vessels.    

 

4. Some people think that this is impossible – that the blessings are too great – so they ignore this challenge. It you think the 

blessings are too great, it means your faith is  too weak. Ask God to strengthen your faith. His Words are always 

true and he has the means to fulfill what he has promised.  His blessings will rain down on you!  The expression 

“Lord of Hosts” which means “Lord of Armies” shows that the Lord is able to do what he has promised. 

 



11  "And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So that he will not destroy the fruit of your 

ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you in the field," Says the LORD of hosts;  

5. Furthermore, and specifically, God would destroy the pests害虫, like the locust蝗虫and caterpillar, so they wouldn’t destroy 

their crops. These pests were deadly for the economy and the people.  And sometimes the grape vines could dry up too 

quickly because of too much sun. The word means “to miscarry” as in bearing children.  But the vines would not 

miscarry the grapes – which brought great happiness to the Jews .  Translated today: Your possessions will last longer.  

You will find enjoyment in what you do have. Doesn’t this give you great confidence as a Christian man or woman? 

Obedience to God takes away worries from the future and evidences true thankfulness.  It shows you grasp what 

Christ has done for you. 

 

12  "And all nations will call you blessed, For you will be a delight ful land," Says the LORD of hosts.  

6.  Furthermore, the nations around would realize that the reason for the Jews prospering was because they were properly 

worshipping Jehovah and supporting worship.  This is part of the covenant promise of God. Deuteronomy 28:1. And 

the foreign nations will certainly desire this land - just like men and women love to migrate to a prosperous land.  

Does the world see Canada as blessed? 

 

7. Of course if the Jews failed to worship God and support worship, judgment would be poured out from heaven instead.  Even 

the pests would work against them as God threatened through Joel. 

Joel 2:25  "So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling 
locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great army which I sent among you.  

So don’t let it ever be said of you that you robbed God of his worship and tithe. God loves his worship. And let the 

Sabbath be your 1
st

 love. 

Conclusion: 

The Jews were unthankful for all God did fo r them and gave to them.  So they robbed God of what belonged to him.  And God 

rebuked them. But out of his great grace God offered them an incentive to obey him in faithfu l worship and to faithfully 

support worship by tithing.   

 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: This incentive激励is almost too good to be true.   

 

First of all, God gave the incentive based on man doing what man should do anyway – worship and tithe.   

 

Second, worship and tithing are small things  that God is asking, knowing that everything you have is his  – every dollar and 

every hour of your life. And more, knowing that you were redeemed by the blood of the Lamb you should jump for the 

opportunity to do this.  Yet God says: If you do this, I will g ive you more …much more. So are you tithing and worshipping 

faithfully?  Don’t rob God of what is his.  Talk is relatively cheap. If you tithe and worship with a good heart you will receive 

the abundant blessings of God.   

 

Third, are you teaching your children to worship and to give to God?  Maybe you should get them in the habit of doing this 

by putting coins each Sabbath Day in the box at the back.  Let  them learn to obey God now…not when it is too late.   That is 

what true Thanksgiving is all about! 

 

If you are not a Christian, hear the Word of the Lord :  God wants your heart before he would take your tithe.  Surrender your 

heart to him.  Make peace with him through Jesus Christ who is the Peacemaker through his blood.  And then serve him and 

receive his many blessings. 


