
Daniel 3:1-18 – The Egomaniac, The Conspirers,  The Secured 
Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  As in the Book of Revelation, the Book of Daniel speaks of God giving his people hope as they went 

through fiery火热trials…often literally. You will see today how 3 of God’s secured people showed that they had confident hope in the Lord. 

 

Our headings are: The Egomaniac, The Conspirers, and The Secured. 
 

Our goals are: That you would know that even though you go through hardships in life, that God never abandons  his own…people 

who are his sons and daughters through Jesus Christ. 

The Egomaniac 

1 Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its width six 
cubits. He set it up in the plain of Dura, in the province of Babylon.  2  And King Nebuchadnezzar 

sent word to gather together the satraps专制者, the administrators, the governors, the counselors, 

the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates裁判官, and all the officials of the provinces, to come to 

the dedication of the image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up. 3  So the satraps, the 
administrators, the governors, the counselors, the treasurers, the judges, the magistrates, and all 

the officials of the provinces gathered together for the dedication of the image that King  
Nebuchadnezzar had set up; and they stood before the image that Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  

1. We don’t know exact ly what this great image was, but it was a gold plated image, about 30m tall, (one of the largest in 

human history). I speculate that Nebuchadnezzar made and image of himself.  a. He was an arrogant傲慢and 

egotistical自负king.  b. At that time he had just defeated Tyre, Nineveh, and Egypt and probably wanted to honor 

himself. c. He d id not worship the idol himself.  d. Verse 12 shows this image was distinguished from h is other gods. 

Whatever the image was, it was sinful. He put it in a prominent显赫position where many could see it (on the plains).  

Nebuchadnezzar then called for all leaders from all parts of his empire to come to the dedication of the idol to worship 

it.  These leaders fed like sheep on grass that would kill them. Sp iritually blind had to lead spiritually blind.  The 

leaders also came that they would be equipped to instruct their own people in all their provinces.  

 

4  Then a herald cried aloud: "To you it is commanded, O peoples, nations, and languages, 5  "that 

at the time you hear the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all kinds 
of music, you shall fall down and worship the gold image that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up;  

2. Then the call came for all, that when they heard the king’s music, they were to bow down and worship the idol.  Why music? 

Music was intended to make the people emotionally willing to worship the idol.  The king organized  a great orchestra

乐队, probably the best music and musicians  around.  Isn’t it true that many churches use music and emotional 

songs to create an atmosphere that make people more pliable易弯的. If you’ve ever seen an “altar call” you would 

know about this. Some churches play soft emotional music and hum while the min ister asks people to give their lives 

to the Lord. Po lit icians use music, especially of famous people, to attract listeners. 

 

6  "and whoever does not fall down and worship shall be cast immediately into the midst of a 

burning fiery furnace."  
3. Nebuchadnezzar then charged that those who would not bow down immediately and worship the idol when the orchestra 

played that they would be thrown in the midst of a fiery furnace. It was Babylon custom to scorch, roast, and burn 

offenders with fire.  If the lure of the music didn’t work, fire was going to work .  Th is was not only a religion of 

enticement诱惑. It was also one of compulsion义务.  

 

7  So at that time, when all the people heard the sound of the horn, flute笛, harp竖琴, and lyre, in 

symphony with all kinds of music, all the people, nations, and languages fell down and worshiped 
the gold image which King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  

4. The b lind sheep bowed down and worshipped the idol.  Even those who has other gods  still jo ined in and worshipped the 

new image.  But that should not surprise you.  Those from other countries and other relig ions often do not mind 

worshipping other gods because they know that their god is not real, or they think all gods are equal. 

The Conspirers 

8 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came forward and accused the Jews. 9  They spoke 
and said to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! 10  "You, O king, have made a decree that 
everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, harp, lyre, and psaltery, in symphony with all 

kinds of music, shall fall down and worship the gold image; 11  "and whoever does not fall down  



and worship shall be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.  

1. Now some Chaldeans (witchdoctors) came and charged the 3 Jewish young men with failing to worship the idol when the  

king’s music played.  They reminded the king of his threat to anyone who would not bow down to the idol.  The 3 

men were there because of the king’s law, but they knew, as Peter and John said to the Sanhedrin, that they must obey 

God rather than man when pressured to break God’s law. So they refused to bow down to the filthy idol. Acts 5:29. 

 

12  "There are certain Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon: 

Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego; these men, O king, have not paid due regard to you. They 
do not serve your gods or worship the gold image which you have set up." 

2. Notice the wickedness of these conspirers. They did not name the 3 men at the beginning.  They wanted to get the king 

really angry and then give him the names  of the accused. The pointed out that these men were from the Jewish 

slaves. The king had viewed these men on more friendly terms because their God was the true God and these men had 

helped him with his dream and the interpretation.  These wicked conspirators  were jealous that foreign slaves were in 

more prominent positions  than they…and by snitching on them they could make things even.  By emphasizing the 

high positions of these Hebrew men, they were insinuating that they would influence others to disobey the king.  What 

jealousy. There is nothing new under the sun! 

Proverbs 27:4  Wrath is cruel and anger a torrent, But who is able to stand before jealousy?  
 

3. Notice the details of the accusations – 3 of them. a . They don’t respect you – but they have contempt for you and your 

authority.  b. They don’t serve your gods .  c . They don’t worship the image you have set up.  Notice how wicked 

these men were.  The first 2 things have nothing to do with the charges  of not bowing down to worship…but they 

included them anyway in order to poison the king’s mind.  

 

4. Misusing words or mischaracterizing one’s action is typical of the wicked to destroy Christians.  The children of the Snake 

will not usually come to your face and say: “We want to kill you.”  They will use legal methods, libel, and slander to 

destroy. Remember the woman in Pickering who, because she said she would wait for her husband to come home to 

respond to CAS charges, was accused of having a slave/master relationship with her husband? They said she couldn’t 

answer without her husband.  Other examples: If a  woman vows to obey her husband in her marriage vows  some call 

her “primit ive.” If you homeschool your children you are accused of robbing them of social  interaction. If you quote 

the Bib le against sexual perversion变态 , you are accused of being homophobic同性恋的. If you say that all Muslims 

will go to hell without Jesus, you are accused of hate speech. If you don’t believe in evolution or global warming you 

are unscientific. If a woman wants to raise her family at home, she is accused of lacking ambition.  

 

5. These Chaldeans were the same people fo r whom Daniel had pleaded and saved their lives.  What  Thankfulness!  Again, 

there was nothing new under the sun.  This was the same struggle Jeremiah had before captivity.  

Jeremiah 18:20  Shall evil be repaid for good? For they have dug a pit for my life. Remember that I 
stood before You To speak good for them, To turn away Your wrath from them.  

The secured ones 

13  Then Nebuchadnezzar, in rage and fury, gave the command to bring Shadrach, Meshach, and 

Abed-Nego. So they brought these men before the king. 14  Nebuchadnezzar spoke, saying to 
them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego, that you do not serve my gods or worship 
the gold image which I have set up? 15  "Now if you are ready at the time you hear the sound 

of the horn, flute, harp, lyre七弦琴, and psaltery瑟, in symphony with all kinds of music, and you fall 

down and worship the image which I have made, good! But if you do not worship, you shall be cast 
immediately into the midst of a burning fiery furnace. And who is the god who will delive r you from 

my hands?"  
1.  Nebuchadnezzar’s chest was so big that it blinded his eyes. But when the 3 Hebrew men defied him, he went into rage and 

fury…two superlatives for the same thing.  His ego自我enveloped him.   He d id not mind the Hebrews serving their 

own God, but he saw no conflict with them serving him also.  Th is is what other relig ions like to force Christian to do.  

If you are one of many, okay.  If you are exclusive, you must be bad. 

 

2. In his rage, Nebuchadnezzar confronted the 3 men about their failure to worship the idol.  And yet, he gave them a chance to 

redeem themselves. He thought maybe they did not hear the music. But what is fascinating here is Nebuchadnezzar’s 

contempt of the true God who had revealed his dream and the meaning to him .  He authoritatively declared that no 

gods could save the Hebrew young men from his fiery furnace .  He was claiming that he was more powerful than  

 all gods.  No wonder he made an image to himself and wanted people to worship him!    

 

16  Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego answered and said to the king, "O Nebuchadnezzar, we  



have no need to answer you in this matter. 17  "If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able 

to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.  
3. The Hebrew young men were immovable in their faith .  The foreign king had given them many things  and placed them in  

high positions, but they knew that serving the Lord was not a thing with which they could compromise . You must not 

preserve a relationship with man at any price. They knew that what the Lord had given them was far greater than 

anything Nebuchadnezzar could give them and they knew their obligation was first to the Lord.  They counted 

their life but “dung.” They knew that whatever they committed into the hands of their Sovereign Lord he was well 

able to keep till Judgment Day.  And even though bowing down to the idol might have taken only a minute…they 

would not do it.  No sin was small to them. They did not have to think about it.  

 

4. How could these men be so confident in their faith?  They knew in an experiential way the power of their God.  They knew 

in an experiential way the love of God. They knew in an experiential way the law of their God.  They knew in an 

experiential way the only true God.  They knew that they would be redeemed by the coming Sav ior.  So life or death 

did not matter. Not sinning was their immediate duty! They would not bow down to idols. It was a “get thee behind 

me Satan” moment.  These men might have been young but they were champions of the faith.  Wouldn’t it have been 

easy to rationalize:  “If we d ie who wouldn’t get the message of hope to the Jews. So let us bow down for a minute.”   

Henry: “…they were resolved rather to die in their integrity than live in their in iquity… 

 
5. They did not insult the king. He was an idolater偶像崇拜者- a d ictator, but that was not the time or place-especially in 

front of so many.  They wanted to target the king’s heart, rather than to emphasize outward obedience to God’s law.  

Matthew 10:19  "But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. 
For it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak;  

 
18  "But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship 
the gold image which you have set up."  

6. Further, the Hebrew champions of the faith knew that God would not always do what they wanted. 
(They knew good doctrine.)  They acknowledge that even if they were burned up in the flames 
their God was still the true God. They did not see God as a granddaddy in the sky who always has 

an abundance of candies to give to spoiled grandchildren, but one who works out his will as he 
well pleases. They were not presumptuous.  God may plan for Christians to die in tragedies.  So 

don’t be demanding from God thinking that he is obligated to give you everything you want.  
Those who “name it and claim it” are often disappointed…and can become disillusioned with God 
or with themselves – if they blame themselves for not having enough faith.  The 3 Hebrew men 

knew that death was not punishment for a Christian.  

Conclusion: 

When faced with pressures to bow to the idol, with Christ in their vessel, the Hebrew men smiled at the 

storm, and refused.  Love of their heavenly caused them to laugh at the fire.  They did not fear man’s 
threats as much they feared God’s threats: You shall not bow down to idols nor serve them.  
 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  It is not strange that the world opposes you because you serve the 
living God and refuse to serve their idols. Because you are children of Jesus Christ, expect it.  He said so.  
If the world sees weakness in you it will pressure you to worship idols.  What are those idols?  Stuff: As 

Advent season rolls around you will see feel pressured to satisfy the lusts of the flesh and eyes. Spend 
money you don’t have. Money: Work on the Sabbath. Worship less. Ignore your family. Study too much. 

Comfort: Marry a non-believer. Drink too much.  So Guard your eyes and your heart that you don’t 
madly go after idols.  Remember whose you are. Remember his law. Learn that you must rather suffer 
than sin against God.  Don’t think you are allowed to do evil so that good things might come.  God 

ordained the goal and the methods to obtain those goals. Honor the one who bought you with his blood. 
 

Finally: Only total submission to God in obedience will earn you eternal life. You didn’t do it and you 
can’t do it. Only Jesus totally obeyed the Father and he offers that credit to you.  And he died for the sins 
of those who did not obey. And he offers that credit to you – his life and his death. 


