
Daniel 5:12-31 – The Work of Children of Light  

TSK, GreekLexicon, HebrewLexicon, Gill, Poole, Trapp, Geneva, Henry, INT, Delitzsch, Clarke, JFB, Calvin  

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  The pagan prince and his people were in darkness – they needed to know the meaning of 

the handwriting on the wall–so the king called for the man of God for help.  Today you will see the work of the child of light in 

a dark, pagan, and unenlightened无知的 world. 

 

Our headings are:  A Call for Knowledge from A Blind Pagan异教徒，不崇拜耶和华的人们或崇拜偶像的人们, A Condemnation of 

Sin by a Child of Light, and A Confirmation of Truth by the God of Heaven. 

 

Our goals are: That you will let the light of Jesus Christ shine by your life and instruction so he will save or condemn .  

A Call for knowledge from a Blind Pagan  

12  "Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving 

riddles, and explaining enigmas谜 were found in this Daniel, whom the king named Belteshazzar, 
now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation."  

1. The o ld Queen, who knew of Daniel‟s ability, called on King Belshazzar (maybe her son) to call on Daniel to exp lain God‟s 

instruction.  But neither the queen nor the king had any real understanding how Daniel knew what did.  They simply 

saw Daniel as a great man with lots of good things to say. (He could untie knots -enigmas.)  They saw Daniel qu ite the 

same way many people see the Bible today. They see it as a “good” book of morals, but nothing more.  They see it as 

explaining some riddles谜语 and predicting语言 future events.  But they don‟t see the Word of God as God‟s plan for 

saving man.  They have the greatest piece of information but don‟t use if fully …so they remain in darkness. 

 

13  Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king spoke, and said to Daniel, "Are you that 
Daniel who is one of the captives from Judah, whom my father the king brought from Judah?  

2. Notice the contemptib le卑鄙 way the king addressed Daniel: Aren‟t you a slave from Judah?  The king was making the case 

that Daniel was obligated 义务地to serve him.   

 

14  "I have heard of you, that the Spirit of God is in you, and that light and understanding and 

excellent wisdom are found in you. 15  "Now the wise men, the astrologers占星家, have been 
brought in before me, that they should read this writing and make known to me its interpretation, 
but they could not give the interpretation of the thing. 16  "And I have heard of you, that you can 

give interpretations and explain enigmas. Now if you can read the writing and make known to me 
its interpretation, you shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold around your neck, 
and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom." 

3. And then the king began to make his demand on Daniel-acting like a skilled d iplomat.  After reminding Daniel of this 

obligation to serve him, he then sweetened the deal.   

 a. You have the God’s S pirit in you…you are really, really wise . 

b. My witchdoctors can’t do it, but you, a wise man with excellent wis dom, can.  (How is your ego自尊  now, 

Daniel?)  You have the Spirit of God. You have light.  You have understanding.   

b. Then he offered Daniel ‘stuff.’  He thought „stuff‟ was what Christians held in highest esteem宝贵.  He didn‟t 

realize that a Christian‟s true treasures are in heaven.  Consider the things Belshazzar offered Daniel if he would tell 

the meaning of the words on his wall: i. Regal robes-that which kings wore…purple in co lor…and intricately复杂地 

woven…(not made in Taiwan polyester).  ii. Gold chain around Daniel‟s neck…a symbol of authority. iii. Be 3
rd

 in 

the kingdom.   

A Condemnation of Sin by the child of Light 

17  Then Daniel answered, and said before the king, "Let your gifts be for yourself, and give your 
rewards to another; yet I will read the writing to the king, and make known to him the interpretation.  

1. Daniel refused to accept any gifts for himself from the king because he did not want the king to say that he made Daniel rich, 

nor did he want the king to say that he was peddling兜售 t ruth for money.  Daniel didn‟t try to rationalize: “If I get 

this money from selling truth I could help the poor.” Remember how Elisha told Naaman: I don‟t want your gifts. Or 

remember Elisha before Ahab! 

2Kings 3:14  And Elisha said, "As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, surely were it not  
that I regard the presence of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, I would not look at you, nor see you.  

Daniel was old, but he wasn‟t afraid. He didn‟t stay in his rocking chair. He told the king what the Lord want him to know.   



18  "O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and majesty, glory 

and honor. 19  "And because of the majesty that He gave him, all peoples, nations, and 
languages trembled and feared before him . Whomever he wished, he executed; whomever he 
wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished, he set up; and whomever he wished, he put down. 

20  "But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was hardened in pride, he was deposed from 
his kingly throne, and they took his glory from him. 21  "Then he was driven from the sons of 
men, his heart was made like the beasts, and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. They fed him 

with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of heaven, till he knew that the Most 
High God rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He chooses.  

2. Before exp laining the meaning of the handwrit ing on the wall Daniel gave Belshazzar the Gospel truth: “Jehovah was the 

sovereign God with all power over all men, including great King Nebuchadnezzar – his rise, fall and rise again.” 

Nebuchadnezzar‟s great power over many provinces was derived 衍生from God.  (Our times are in God‟s hands.) God 

directed Nebuchadnezzar‟s heart as a river, turning it wherever he chose.  Question: Why was Daniel saying this to 

Belshazzar? He said this to move him to submit to his great Sovereign in heaven as his grandfather had.  He knew that 

pride was a hardening agent, a la  Pharaoh, Sennacherib, Herod. BTW, see how doctrines are useful in evangelis m!  
 

22  "But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, although you knew all this. 23  
"And you have lifted yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought the vessels of 
His house before you, and you and your lords, your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine 

from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, 
which do not see or hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His hand and owns all 
your ways, you have not glorified. 

3. Daniel was not a coward when he met famous or powerful people – he brought the Gospel home (from teaching about God 

to the condition of Belshazzar‟s heart).  He said: “You Belshazzar are arrogant – and you spit at the power and mercy 

of God– of which you know.  Your arrogance is not just in your heart, but you act it out on the outside.  You took the 

holy things, specially consecrated to the God you know to be true, and abused them, using them for your own 

pleasure.  You made yourself god. You stole from the true God – who has all power and who holds your breath in his 

hands. You praised gods of silver, gold, bronze, and iron-gods you knew to be useless.  Daniel hoped truth would have 

convicted Belshazzar of sin and he would have repented.  

4. Consider the boldness of this prayer before the Kansas Senate in 2008 by Pastor Wright: 'Heavenly Father, we come before 

you today to ask your forgiveness and to seek your direction and guidance. We know Your Word says, 'Woe to those 

who call evil good,' but that is exactly what we have done. We have lost our spiritual equilibrium平衡，平静 and 

reversed 颠倒our values. We have exploited利用 the poor and called it the lottery. We have rewarded laziness and 

called it welfare. We have killed our unborn and called it choice. We have shot abortionists and called it justifiable. 

We have neglected to discipline our children and called it building self-esteem. We have abused power and called it 

politics. We have coveted our neighbor's possessions and called it ambition. We have polluted the air with profanity 

and pornography and called it freedom of expression. We have ridiculed the time-honored values of our forefathers 

and called it enlightenment. Search us, Oh, God, and know our hearts today; cleanse us from every sin and set us free. 

Amen!'  Many, on hearing this prayer, walked out…but this Pastor had the moral courage to speak the truth that a 

people needed to hear.  Daniel was bolder in his speech than Belshazzar was in h is sin.  Are you bolder to speak the 

truth than the world is bold to sin?  Can you say like the Psalmist?  
Psalm 115:4  Their idols are silver and gold, The work of men's hands. 5  They have mouths, but 

they do not speak; Eyes they have, but they do not see; 6  They have ears, but they do not hear; 
Noses they have, but they do not smell; 7  They have hands, but they do not handle; Feet they 
have, but they do not walk; Nor do they mutter低语 through their throat. 

5. An interesting thing here is that Belshazzar was guiltier than Nebuchadnezzar because he had seen the power o f God and 

denied it.  He would not stoop to the Lord. He rather stiffened his neck.  God was about to break it. (Prov 29:1) 

24  "Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and this writing was written.  25  "And this is 
the inscription that was written: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.  26  "This is the interpretation 
of each word. MENE: God has numbered your kingdom, and finished it; 27  "TEKEL: You have 

been weighed in the balances, and found wanting; 28  "PERES: Your kingdom has been divided,  
and given to the Medes and Persians." 

6. Then Daniel gave the meaning of the writ ing on the wall.  The meaning was stunning. God declared that the Babylonian 

Empire was over.  God had taken it away because of Belshazzar‟s lack of faithfulness in continuing the directions set 

by his grandfather. God gave it to his enemies, the Medo-Persians. The mighty Babylon had fallen.  Specifically : 

“Mene” literally meant “mina” which was a unit of weight . The one being weighed was Belshazzar balanced by the  

 other weight. This is why there are two “mene‟s.” 



“Tekel” meant “to weigh.” It is a creditor‟s term.  As  a result of the weighing Belshazzar‟s side was too light. 

“Upharsin” meant “to break in two” or “to divide.”  God was going to break his kingdom and give it to the Persians.  

What a tragedy when the leader of the people is light on substance!  And yet, God used this as the means of 

rescuing his covenant people so they could return to Judah, rebuild the temple, and wait for Messiah to come.  

 

7. The Covenant people of God did not keep this lesson in their heart for long. She became like Babylon. She became obsessed 

with power and pleasures and did not continue in the covenant God established with her…so God later rejected her.  
Revelation 18:2  And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is 
fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every 
unclean and hateful bird.  

Revelation 14:8  And there followed another angel, saying, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great 
city, because she made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.  

 God d ivided Jerusalem into 3 parts …not 2 as he did with old Babylon.  God will not tolerate covenant unfaithfulne ss. 

As God‟s child don‟t use your freedom to be lazy o r to sin.  God will not let contempt 轻视for h is mercy go 

unpunished. 
 

29  Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a chain of 
gold around his neck, and made a proclamation concerning him that he should be the third ruler in 
the kingdom. 

8. The Word of God struck him, wounded him in h is heart, and he knew it was true, so he fulfilled what he had promised.  Yet, 

there was no evidence he changed, even at the end of his life.  The seed fell on dry ground and the birds ate it. 

A Confirmation of the truth by the God of Heaven 

30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was slain.  31  And Darius the Mede received 
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.  

1. That very night, and without evidence of repentance, the Medo-Persians killed Belshazzar.  Two weak 
kingdoms had come and destroyed this, humanly speaking, indestructible empire.  Many stronger 

empires had tried and failed. But none of those who attacked Babylon before was doing so with 

the authority of God.  During their revelry狂欢 the Babylonians left the doors open and a head of 
the Persian military marched in and killed Belshazzar.  

 

2. Belshazzar‟s life confirmed the words of the Lord to those who continue in sin:   
Galatians 3:10.."Cursed is everyone who does not continue in all things which are written in the 

book of the law, to do them."  

Trapp: “The bottle of wickedness, when once full with those bitter waters, will soon sink to the 

bottom.”  The head of gold of the statue was destroyed and the body of silver was there.  

Conclusion: 

The world needs children of light to bring them truth.  Let the world see truth by your life and your lips. 
Have the courage to speak the truth, knowing that this is the only means by which you can be saved.  Call 

it like God sees it. And pray when you speak. What the wicked do with the truth is up to them. 
 
Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: Man is an animal without God. This is why you need to bring the 

Gospel to him.  He needs you to confront him of his sins…wisely.  (In this case, because there was great 
urgency迫切性, Daniel had to be blunt直截了当.)  Never stop bringing this necessary word. You can do it on 

the internet, when you talk to friends, giving someone a tract or Bible or DVD.  You can invite them to 
church.  You can bring them to church.  You can visit them.  You can invite them to your house.  No one 
will believe unless they hear the truth that confronts their sins, and show them the need for a Savior, and 

show them the work of Jesus Christ. Don‟t worry if they don‟t listen or believe.   
 

Finally, if you are not a Christian, bow to Jesus Christ or he will break you.  Bow to him and receive the 
richness of his love, peace, and compassion.  Rebel and die a lonely death…a death where for eternity you 
will know that you willfully rejected the only means of peace. What torture awaits the wicked! 


