
Daniel 6:12-28 - Daniel’s Unmovable Faith Which Worked– Part 2 
Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  Daniel had an unshakeable faith in Messiah. Through faith he lived in obedience to his 

Lord and he did not panic when the new law that required him to pray to the king and not to his God was passed. This law was 

specifically designed to destroy Daniel.  But because Jehovah, not the king, was Daniel’s Lord, he refused to pray to the king.  

We pick up today at the point where the connivers, in their evil plan, gathered to gather evidence of Daniel praying. 

 

Our headings are: The Trap unveiled, The King unmasked, the Son untouched, and the King unchanged. 

 

Our goals are: That you will yearn向往 for increased faith in Jesus Christ to withstand whatever fiery darts飞镖the 

Devil will throw at you in your life. 

The Trap Unveiled 

11 Then these men assembled and found Daniel praying and making supplication before his God. 
1. The men, in their evil plans, assembled to watch the “criminal” Daniel break the law.  Earlier, David warned about these 

types of men who set ambushes for God’s people with the goal of destroying them.   

Psalm 2:1  Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? 
These wicked men existed 500 years after David, and they exist 3000 years after David - today. 

 

12  And they went before the king, and spoke concerning the king’s decree: "Have you not signed 
a decree that every man who petitions any god or man within thirty days, except you, O king, shall 
be cast into the den of lions?" The king answered and said, "The thing is true, according to the 
law of the Medes and Persians, which does not alter." 13  So they answered and said before 
the king, "That Daniel, who is one of the captives from Judah, does not show due regard for you, 
O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes his petition three times a day."  

2. The connivers found the “evil” Daniel breaking the king’s law; he was praying to Jehovah.  So they secretly gathered the 

evidence, went to the king, and charged Daniel with breaking the king’s law.  Four important things: 

a. Notice how they set it up: They only told the king of Daniel’s “crime” after reminding him that the laws of the 

Medes and Persians could never be changed. This method of using the law against Christians continues. For 

example: Political parties have scuttled the possibility of an equal playing field with Christians giving tax dollars to 

non-Christian political parties, but Christian parties get none…or Christians who can’t be civil marriage officers…etc. 

b. Notice that when they mentioned Daniel’s name they quickly pointed out that he was a slave (prejudicial 

commnent) – showing that he was dispensable. 不必要Isn’t it true today that Christians are often disregarded无视as 

little value to science because we believe in God? Yet most great scientists have been Christians.  

c. They said that Daniel had no regard for the king-a lie of the highest order.  Daniel had regard for the king but 

he had more regard for God.  He knew that he must obey God rather than man. And we cannot doubt that Daniel 

prayed to Jehovah for the king.  Isn’t this the argument made by the Chinese government…that Christians are a threat 

to the state?  We know that isn’t true and that Christians are actually better citizens.   

d. They said that Daniel was making “petitions” but they don’t say to whom he was praying.  Maybe they were 

cognizant of the fact that if they said he was praying to Jehovah God that the king might be more conciliatory to him.  

The King Unmasked 
14  And the king, when he heard these words, was greatly displeased with himself, and set his 
heart on Daniel to deliver him; and he labored till the going down of the sun to deliver him. 15  Then 
these men approached the king, and said to the king, "Know, O king, that it is the law of the Medes 

and Persians that no decree法令or statute which the king establishes may be changed." 

3. The king then realized that he was duped by his inferiors, but he could do nothing about it but be sad.  He loved flattery, and 

as usual, flattery blinded his eyes.  He tried to get out executing Daniel by the mouth of the hungry lions, but he 

could not.  No, he did not intend to kill Daniel, his best governor, but sin has unintended consequences. (A serious  

warning to our modern generation who argue that I can do what I want as long as I don’t hurt anyone.) While the king  

 hesitated, the people reminded him of his unalterable law. I hope you can see why Christians need to pray for all those 

who are in authority over us.  A foolish husband or father can destroy a family. Bad elders can ruin a church.  

Arrogant leaders can hinder the cause of Christ. 

 
4. What about this unalterable law?  Babylonians put an emphasis on the power of the king to make and change laws.  The  

 Medo-Persians, on the other hand, put an emphasis on the wisdom of the king–so when he made a law it was deemed  

 to be from wisdom…and therefore could not be changed.  You saw this unalterable law later when Esther was queen. 



16  So the king gave the command, and they brought Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. But 
the king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Your God, whom you serve continually, He will deliver you." 17  
Then a stone was brought and laid on the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own 
signet ring and with the signets of his lords, that the purpose concerning Daniel might not be 
changed. 

5. With no other options, the king gave the order to execute Daniel who would not honor him as a god, and placed his 

seal-the same seal he had used to make this wicked law-on the entrance to the lion’s den. Then he spoke telling words: 

a. The king acknowledged the hope that Daniel’s God would protect him.  

b. The king denied his own deity by saying that.   

c. The king told Daniel that he should pray to his God who had power greater than he had.   

d. The king, who knew of God’s power, did not put his faith in the Jehovah. He kept on speaking of “your God.”  

The king’s sin caused severe suffering on his people and God would hold him responsible. Talk is relatively cheap. 

 

6. But how striking! You see not one bit of fear in Daniel.  His faith in God was strong whether he lived or died.  To him, to 

be absent from the body was to be present with the Lord, and, if he went through the valley of the shadow of death he 

did not fear, for God was with him.  He knew that the one who made the lions was more powerful than they…so he 

could go to sleep in peace…while the king was tossing and turning!!!  Faith in God slaps around worry! 

The Son Unharmed 
18 Now the king went to his palace and spent the night fasting; and no musicians were brought 
before him. Also his sleep went from him. 19  Then the king arose very early in the morning and 
went in haste to the den of lions. 20  And when he came to the den, he cried out with a lamenting 
voice to Daniel. The king spoke, saying to Daniel, "Daniel, servant of the living God, has your 
God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?" 

1. The king could not sleep all night – because he did not have a clear conscience.  He could not eat even-though kings loved to 

eat.  His conscience, which did not evolve out of nothing as evolutionists argue, convicted him. He did not listen to 

any music that night. He was melancholy.   He did what we might call self-flagellation – a futile act. He felt bad.  
(Non-believers also feel guilty for sin.)  But he also knew that Daniel was critical for the success of his reign as king. 

 

2. King Darius must have been relieved when morning came – so he could head to the den to see if Daniel 

was still alive.  He went there just as the sun rose…early in the morning. He must have had a great 

sense of God’s power…as hungry lions are known for sinking their teeth in their prey and would 

have killed Daniel is seconds.  Noticed how he called to Daniel, but also acknowledged at the 

same time that Daniel’s God was the living God…not the gods made out of sticks and stones like 

the Persians had…and yet he followed that up with “your God” not “our God.” 

 
21  Then Daniel said to the king, "O king, live forever! 22  "My God sent His angel and shut the 
lions’ mouths, so that they have not hurt me, because I was found innocent before Him; and 
also, O king, I have done no wrong before you." 23  Then the king was exceedingly glad for him, 
and commanded that they should take Daniel up out of the den. So Daniel was taken up out of the 
den, and no injury whatever was found on him, because he believed in his God.  

3. Daniel confirmed that he was alive and the spoke and showed his working faith: 

a. Daniel wished the king well, not ill.  He desired the king’s salvation. 

b. Daniel drew attention to his God-the Savior and removed glory from himself.  Daniel 

declared that his Deity delivered him from a distasteful death in the den.  The writer of Hebrews 

confirmed that this was the work of the Lord. 
Hebrews 11:33  who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, 
stopped the mouths of lions, 

 Can you see how this was evangelism? (The one with true faith will want to evangelize.)  Daniel 

pointed out that his God was the real God with all power – even to shut the mouth of hungry lions- 

and that the king should look to him. 

 c. Daniel indirectly condemned the king’s injustice in sending him to the lions, knowing that 

salvation came with confession of sins. The king’s law was bad and his life was bad, and he 

needed to know about it.  You see, that is what a true friend does.  He does not allow his friend to 

remain in darkness.   Daniel wanted King Darius to know that ultimately guilt was not determined  



 by a king, but the Jehovah God – to whom he needed to submit and repent. 
 
24  And the king gave the command, and they brought those men who had accused Daniel, and 
they cast them into the den of lions—them, their children, and their wives; and the lions 
overpowered them, and broke all their bones in pieces before they ever came to the bottom of 
the den. 

4. The king brought justice. His leaders had deceived him and tried to kill an innocent man. So the 

judgment that they tried to put on Daniel was put on them.  They caused death to their families.  
Deuteronomy 19:18  "And the judges shall make careful inquiry, and indeed, if the witness is a 
false witness, who has testified falsely against his brother, 19  "then you shall do to him as he 
thought to have done to his brother; so you shall put away the evil from among you. 
Psalm 9:15  The nations have sunk down in the pit which they made; In the net which they hid, 
their own foot is caught. 16  The LORD is known by the judgment He executes; The wicked is 
snared in the work of his own hands. Meditation. Selah 

 Question: What happened to the law that could not be revoked according to the law of the Medes 

and Persians?  Answer: It appears that the king’s defense was that he did not change the law, but 

God, the higher authority, canceled the law.  

 

5. Even if God had not saved Daniel from the lions it would not have shaken Daniel’s faith. Remember 

what his friends had said when Nebuchadnezzar threatened them with the fiery furnace: “God had 

power to save, but if he doesn’t save us from the fire, we still keep our faith in him.” 

The King Unchanged 

5 Then King Darius wrote: To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in all the earth: Peace 
be multiplied to you. 26  I make a decree that in every dominion of my kingdom men must tremble 
and fear before the God of Daniel. For He is the living God, And steadfast forever; His kingdom is 
the one which shall not be destroyed, And His dominion shall endure to the end. 27  He delivers 
and rescues, And He works signs and wonders In heaven and on earth, Who has delivered Daniel 
from the power of the lions.  

1. Darius thought that that being a Christian was like being in any other religion.  So he ordered all men in 

his empire to believe.  How foolish!   Yes, he had his facts straight about God: “God wants men to 

fear him.  God is the living God. God never changes.  God’s kingdom is forever.  God displays his 

power in the whole world.  God delivered Daniel from the lions.”   But men’s hearts are only 

changed by the work of the Holy Spirit…through faith – not by imperial decrees. 

 
28  So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

2. However, Daniel prospered. That meant the covenant people of God continued to be blessed by God. 

Conclusion: 

The wicked schemed. The king was deceived.  But God’s child was preserved and even continued to 

thrive in a foreign land amid a sea of wickedness.    

 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: Solomon wrote in Proverbs 11:8: “The righteous is delivered from 

trouble, and it comes to the wicked instead.” He was right, of course.  God loves his covenant people and 

he preserves their body and souls.  Their times are in his hands.  Yes, some of your times may be 

bad…but they are still in his hands.  That means you must not fear the circumstances of your life, but look 

to the God who controls circumstances.  Christ did not lift you up to let you down. Keep your eyes on 

him.  And do that by keeping in his Word which the Holy Spirit uses to build up your faith.  

 

Finally: If the Lord does not care for you, you are in mortal danger.  For the Lord to care for you, you 

need to be close to him.  For you to be close to him, you need to be his child. To be his children you need 

to accept that he died on the cross for your sins.  Do you? 


