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Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  You can’t have strong construction if you have 

impure 不纯steel.  Impurities weaken everything. Impurities weaken Christ’s church also. 

Even a little bit of impurity can cause much trouble for Christ’s body. Today you will hear 

from God’s Words regarding an impure man among Christ’s bride and the trouble he 

caused Israel. 

 

Our headings are: 

The Sin – Achan Stole Idolatrous Things.  

The Suffering – All Israel Suffered from Achan’s Theft.   

The Supplication祷– Joshua’s prayer.   

Next time, Lord willing, we will examine: The Summons – searching for the sinner, and 

the Sentence – Achan’s execution. 

 

That you will see how sin within the home or church hinders peace in the covenant 

community and hinders 阻碍 the spread of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and that you will 

then be moved to root out sin from our midst. 
 

The Sin – Achan Stole Idolatrous盲目崇拜的Things 

1 But the children of Israel committed a trespass侵夺regarding the accursed 

things, for Achan the son of Carmi, the son of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe 
of Judah, took of the accursed things; so the anger of the LORD burned against 
the children of Israel. 

1. Israel committed a serious trespass against God and raise his ire愤怒.    

 

 What is a trespass? A trespass is doing what is forbidden, as opposed to a sin, which not doing 

what is required.  

 

 Was this a serious trespass, if so, why? This was a serious trespass because it was a sin directed 

against the worship of God.  Transgressions against your neighbor are bad, but transgressions 

against a perfect holy God are worse.  In this case, Achan stole gold, gold that was to be smelted 

and used to make utensils for the worshipping of Jehovah.  God hates it when anyone tries to 

corrupt his worship. He hates this more than anything else in the world! 

 

Joshua 6:18  "And you, by all means abstain戒除from the accursed things, lest 

you become accursed when you take of the accursed things, and make the camp 
of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 
 

 I know that some view this passage as a theft of some expensive things, but is much more than a 

simple theft. It was a theft from God. It was stealing God’s worship.  If it were just a theft from 

someone else, Achan would have had to repent and pay restitution and then all would have been 

forgiven and forgotten.   

 



2. But wasn’t it just Achan who committed a trespass? Why did God say “the children of Israel” did 

this?  Yes, Achan committed a trespass, but since he was part of the covenant community, the 

whole community was guilty.  Achan was the “impurity” in the congregation of God’s people that 

weakened the whole community.  And he was hiding.  

 

3. So why would Achan steal what belonged to God? He was greedy. His greed got the better of him.  

Obviously no one saw him when he stole the accursed things. But his mistake was thinking that 

God would not miss the things that belonged to him – that God wasn’t jealous of his worship.  

Achan’s greed clouded 遮盖his judgment.  He was wrong. 

 

4.  Isn’t this a mistake with some Christians? They give whatever they want to God…and keep 

whatever they want for themselves. Beloved brothers and sisters, God knows when you treat 

worship carelessly and miss the preaching of the Word and sharing of the Sacraments.  
Furthermore, do you think God doesn’t see if you worship him half-heartedly?  Don’t you think 

he knows when you are here in worship but your thoughts are elsewhere? He knows your heart.  

This is why you must come prepared with a pure heart, ready to worship him. Don’t come as a 

thief. 

 

The Suffering – All Israel Suffered from Achan’s Theft 

2  Now Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai, which is beside Beth Aven, on the 
east side of Bethel, and spoke to them, saying, "Go up and spy out the country." 
So the men went up and spied out Ai. 3  And they returned to Joshua and said to 
him, "Do not let all the people go up, but let about two or three thousand men go 
up and attack Ai. Do not weary all the people there, for the people of Ai are few."  

1. With an unknown sin in the camp, Joshua sent spies to a little town called Ai, 3-4 miles away, in 

preparation for taking it.  (BTW, notice how Joshua, as one man said “would not allow grass to 

grow under his feet.”  He was always busy with good things.) Now Ai was near Bethel (House of 

God), though part of it was now called “Beth Aven (House of sin).” (Note the irony.) While God 

miraculously奇迹般地gave them Jericho, he required that they use their human wisdom to plan 

and capture the rest of Canaan. The spies saw that the land of Ai was small, weak, and 

unprotected, so they suggested that Joshua send up 2000-3000 soldiers.  Only 12,000 people who 

lived there. They had few soldiers. 

 

4  So about three thousand men went up there from the people, but they fled 
before the men of Ai. 5  And the men of Ai struck down about thirty-six men, for 
they chased them from before the gate as far as Shebarim, and struck them down 

on the descent血统;; therefore the hearts of the people melted and became like 

water. 
2. Joshua then sent out 3000 men to capture this little town. Unfortunately, they were soundly 

defeated and 36 covenant people were killed.  Israel’s great army ran away with their “tails 

between their legs.”  They were chased away like a scampering dog. How humiliating! 

 

3.  This caused great consternation惊愕among the people of God.  They wondered why they were 

defeated.  The army of God that had just seen the walls of Jericho fall flat without a battering ram 

was in fear. But there was a major secret sin in the camp so Israel moved from favored ones to 

fleeing ones. Illustration: Quote from a victor in war: When will you conquer us? Loser: When 

your sins become greater than ours. 

 



4. Israel’s leaders did not know that the serious sin of Achan, one man, had caused troubles for 36 

families and caused 36 funerals. Isn’t it true that your sin can cause great suffering to your whole 

family or church?  Your sin affects each other, not just yourself.  Your sins affect your children. 

Your sins affect your elders.  Christians are never independent.  Can we expect God to bless North 

America if we shortchange him in our worship? 

 

5. Yet, even in the death of 36 men, you see mercy.  While sin is a reproach to any nation, God did not 

destroy the whole nation.  One man said: “Though they all deserved to die, God “roughed them 

up” a bit to get their attention.”  Sometimes God is not always so merciful. 

 Remember how God destroyed many in Israel because of King David’s sin of numbering the 

people of God and putting his trust in the numbers rather than in the God who kept them? And yet, 

you also know that Israel was guilty of many sins at the time of David. When fire breaks out that’s 

when you know there was tinder火种in the house.  

 

2Samuel 24:12…‘Thus says the LORD: "I offer you three things; choose one of 
them for yourself, that I may do it to you."’" 13  So Gad came to David and told 
him; and he said to him, "Shall seven years of famine come to you in your land? 
Or shall you flee three months before your enemies, while they pursue you? Or 
shall there be three days’ plague in your land?  
 

 Remember how God cursed all mankind on account of Adam and Eve’s sin? And remember 

how man adds to his inherited sins every day. Through one man’s sin…death reigned. 

 

The Supplication  - the Plea of Israel’s leader 

6  Then Joshua tore his clothes, and fell to the earth on his face before the ark 
of the LORD until evening, he and the elders of Israel; and they put dust on their 
heads. 

1. Joshua then went to the Lord in prayer. He belonged to the Lord. He had access to the Lord. He had 

the promise of the Lord. So he took opportunity to pray.  And he encouraged, maybe even 

commanded, the other leaders to join him.  

 

2. But notice what accompanied their prayer.  
a. Joshua tore his clothes…Tearing of one’s clothes was a sign of great sorrow when there was a 

great personal or public disaster…like Jacob did when he thought Joseph was killed…or like Job 

did when he lost everything he had. 

 

b. Joshua fell to the earth…in humility谦逊.  He didn’t pound on the earth in frustration or anger 

at God.  

 

c. Joshua directed himself to ark of the covenant, not to worship it, but in reverence, knowing 

that the Ark was where the mercy-seat was. 

 

d. Joshua prayed long…until evening…showing persistency in prayer. 

 

e. Joshua put ashes on their heads…like he was mourning. He was a great warrior and leader, 

but he was not ashamed to mourn for sin. He did like Job’s friends did when they saw his 

calamites …or like the Benjamite did in the days of Eli when the Ark of God was captured. 

 



7  And Joshua said, "Alas, Lord GOD, why have You brought this people over 
the Jordan at all—to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites, to destroy us? Oh, 
that we had been content, and dwelt on the other side of the Jordan! 8  "O Lord, 
what shall I say when Israel turns its back before its enemies? 9  "For the 
Canaanites and all the inhabitants of the land will hear it, and surround us, and cut 
off our name from the earth. Then what will You do for Your great name?" 

3. And notice the content of Joshua’s prayed. It was an imperfect prayer:  

 

a. Joshua is concerned for the reputation of the Lord. (V9) He did not claim that they had a 

right to defeat Ai. He did not speak for his gratification满足. He spoke for God’s glorification. 

This was how Moses prayed.   

 

 b. But notice how defeatist失败主义Joshua sounded as well. God had promised him continuous 

victories, so when he lost to Ai, Joshua assumed that God had failed to assist him and he assumed 

that he would continue to be defeated.  

 

Joshua 3:10  And Joshua said, "By this you shall know that the living God is 
among you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you the 
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites 
and the Amorites and the Jebusites: 
 

He did not consider that there was serious sin –against God’s worship - within the camp.  He 

sounding like the 10 spies did 40 years earlier.  The people are too big and too strong!  We’re 

going to die!   

 

Exodus 14:11  Then they said to Moses, "Because there were no graves in 
Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so 
dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt?  
 
Exodus 17:3  And the people thirsted there for water, and the people complained 
against Moses, and said, "Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to 
kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?" 
 
Numbers 14:2  And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, 
and the whole congregation said to them, "If only we had died in the land of 
Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3  "Why has the LORD brought 
us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should 
become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?" 
 

 Joshua even whined诉苦against God’s promise of Christ the Redeemer coming from Canaan and 

was ready to live outside of the Promised Land on the east side of the Jordan. Learning from this, 

you must pray for purity within the church of Jesus Christ. Pray that those who have sinful 

habits would destroy those habits with the Spirit’s help and not hide them. Remember, the one 

who covers his sins will not prosper. Pray for purity in worship. Don’t be fake in your worship. 

Your children would see through you if you are pretending.  And if you have some troubles in 

your life, see if you have ignored God’s worship.  It could be God is chastening you for not having 

the right heart in worship. 

 



4. Should Joshua really have thought that the Canaanites would cut off Israel?  No. God had said: “I 

will be with you.  I will give you the land.”  Joshua needed to ask the Lord what was wrong.  Not 

for an instance did he think that there was sin in the camp.   

 

Joshua 3:10  And Joshua said, "By this you shall know that the living God is 
among you, and that He will without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites 
and the Hittites and the Hivites and the Perizzites and the Girgashites and the 
Amorites and the Jebusites: 
 

 In a way, Joshua acted like David did when Uzzah was struck down by God as David was taking 

the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem.  David pouted and pushed the Ark of the Covenant away.  

He should have acknowledged their sin and repented, but instead he felt insulted, so he robbed the 

people of the blessings of the Ark of the Covenant. 

 

Conclusion: 

What a terrible sin was committed against God!  Achan stole what should have been for 

God’s worship.  What suffering came upon God’s people on account of that sin!  So many 

families mourned their loved ones.  But what weakness Joshua showed in his supplication! 

Instead of seeking out the reason from God for the suffering, he assumed that God had 

abandoned them. Yet, keep in mind that he kept praying. He should have prayed better, but 

at least he kept praying. 

 

Brother and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  

Praise God that you are able to worship him and you can do so because Jesus Christ has 

restored you to him.  

Know that sins against God’s worship are the worst types of sins. God is truly jealous 

about his worship and doesn’t want it perverted. So if you corrupt worship you will cause 

God’s punishment to come to his church…like if you only mouth the words to the songs 

but don’t sing them from the heart, or if you take worship time and use if for personal 

things.  

 

Finally: If you are not a Christian, know that God punishes his children from love.  But 

God will punish you from his justice –a far severer punishment.  But you can escape his 

punishment and become his child if you hold on to the work of Jesus Christ who took the 

punishment of sinners when he died on the cross. 


