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Beloved In the Lord, 

We live in a world today that is filled with all kinds of iniquity.  We hear about children killing children.  We read about a 

growing fascination with the New Age Movement新纪元运动 and the occult神秘. People continue to look for comfort in 

perverted反常 sexual relationships and then ask that society not only accept them but give them legal status as well.  The gods of 

money and materialism唯物主义 continue to drive people to over-work at the expense of families, friends, church and certainly the 

real God.  This is tragic! 

But what is even more tragic is when these sins enter the Church of Jesus Christ.  In North America we are confronted with 

all sorts of new twists on the Gospel.  We hear of churches that are giving in to the clamoring叫嚣 for more entertaining worship 

services.  The ministers of the word are increasingly preaching get rich, self-help and psycho-babble gospels.  The theologies of 

feminism, homosexualism and Chrislam have made inroads into once faithful churches.  And we grieve.  And perhaps we question.  

"What is going on Lord Jesus?"  And then we seek for His return. 

   The story of Jehu has much to say about God and His dealings with his people.  In fact we see much in the Northern 

Kingdom of the Tribes of Israel that mirrors the situation in the Church here in Canada today and in her office bearers.  In seeking 

God's blessing so many churches have forsaken that which brought blessing ie. obedience顺服. Motives have changed from pleasing 

God to keeping one's position in the church and God's blessing does not fall on this.  God desires a broken and a contrite 

heart痛悔的心.  Obedience means more to Him than sacrifice.  Remember how Samuel told that to Saul in I Samuel 13:5-14, on the 

occasion of Saul's disobedient sacrifice?  In our text we will see the unfolding of promises by God to Jehu and Jehu's subsequent 

response.  I bring to you God's Word under the theme: 

God Makes Himself Heard in the Establishment of the Covenant with Jehu: 

A) Jehu's Character B) Yahweh's Covenant Character C) Jehu's Characteristic Response 

 Jehu's Character Who was this man Jehu?  In understanding who He was we must understand something of the time he 

lived in.  Jehu was a commander in the army of Israel. Israel's king at the time was Joram who was of the house of Ahab.  Ahaziah 

who was the son-in-law of Ahab sat on the throne of Judah.  Both kings were involved in defending their kingdoms against Hazael the 

king of Syria.  Jehu was part of the Israeli guard.  II Kings 9 tells us how a servant of Elisha was sent by God through the command of 

Elisha to anoint Jehu to be the king of Israel.  The prophet told Jehu that he would strike down the whole house of Ahab and avenge 

the blood of God's prophets. When Jehu returned to the commanders they asked him, "What did the madman say?"  This was how they 

referred to the son of the prophet sent by Elisha, "a madman".  This was the state of an apostate Israel. But Jehu told them of his 

anointing膏摸.  The commanders were happy about this and cried out, "Jehu is King!"  II Kings 10 tells us how Jehu executed God's 

wrath and wiped out the house of Ahab, killing 70 of His sons and then making a heap of their heads outside the city gates.  We read of 

Jehu's command to Jezebel's (wife of Ahab) eunuchs太监 to throw her off of a tower.  Jehu then trampled践踏 her under the feet of his 

horses and chariot.  Jehu also killed Ahaziah and finally we read that he wiped out the prophets and worshippers of Baal as they 

gathered for worship.  Jehu himself tricked the Baal worshippers by calling for a special service. Outside of the temple 80 of his men 

wiped them all out and destroyed the temple causing it to be a refuse dump.  And all through these events we hear of Jehu's 

remembrance of God's prophecy concerning the death of Jezebel, and the Baal prophets. We hear him remember the death of Naboth.  

In II Kings 10:16 he says to Jehonadab, "See my zeal热情 for the Lord!"  But who was this man, Jehu? 

There is something compelling引人注目 about this military man isn't there?  He is quick in decision making and we can 

almost see him flying down the city streets in pursuit of the house of Ahab!  But notice there is very little said about Jehu prior to his 

anointing. We read of nothing that would have made him a special choice of God.  He was not from the house of David.  He was only 

a commander. We read nothing of his prior military record that would qualify him for leadership. And yet remember Hannah's song in 

I Samuel 2 where she sang that it is the Lord who kills and makes alive and that the Lord raises the beggar from the ash heap to set 

them among princes? There was nothing seemly about Jehu that Yahweh should choose him. He was probably content with his lot as 

commander.  His fellow commanders seemed to like him.  And yet he was silent about his anointing till pressed.  It seemed he 

followed the lead of the other commanders in accepting his anointing.   

But isn't this case so often in the Bible?  Saul from the little tribe of Benjamin from the small clan of Kish.  David the 

shepherd boy from Jesse's family.  Jesus Christ born to a carpenter from Nazareth. This is how God works.  He tips the scales.  He 

turns the natural order of things upside down just as Hannah's song tells us. He makes the choices and the choices are not based on our 

characters. We have nothing comely清秀 in us that God should ever choose us.  And still he chose Jehu and He continues to choose 

and gather his church.  That choosing should drive us to gratitude and obedience. But realize that in choosing us He demands that we 

develop a character that is holy and submits to His Word. 

God chose Jehu to be his agent of wrath愤怒.  But almost immediately Jehu shows that he is not very motivated for God's 

glory.  He does not try to find the son-of-the-prophet that he may gain God's will for the execution of wrath.  He makes his own plans 

and then carries them out.  He knows what he has to do and does it. But, did he do it for the right reasons? Did he do it of r the glory of 

God?  Our text indicates that he did not.  Verse 29 of our text makes clear that Jehu caused Israel to sin.  He followed in the ways of 

Jeroboam and set up a worship of God through idols, golden calves金牛犊.  He re-established the worship centers of Bethel and Dan. 

   This is tragic.  Here the man appointed and anointed by God leads his nation, the ten northern tribes in apostate背道 

worship. Jehu was concerned for his power.  This was the sin of Jeroboam remember.  Scared that the people of the northern tribes 
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would worship in Jerusalem and thus pledge allegiance to Rehoboam, even after he had received God's Word that he was to be king 

over the ten tribes, he established the golden calf worship.  It was his own security that he was worried about.   

Jehu followed suit.  He had seen that obedience to God's command to wipe out Ahab's dynasty and the Baal cult was met 

with success.  When he listened to God he had gained his goal.  But once he had this goal he was concerned with keeping his status 

and did follow God's way. 

   How often has this not happened with the people of God?  How often do we not do things for what we think the right 

reasons perhaps in the wrong way?  How often do we present our children with our own point of view rather than God's Word when 

teaching and disciplining管教 them? Too often the church in Canada has tried to pander迎和 to the youth, to change worship styles 

and music to keep the young people only to see them leave. How often have office bearers tried to come up with schemes that make 

them appear as the nice guy rather than taking a strong stand on God's Word?  How often haven't ministers of the Word come up with 

new theologies that make everyone happy rather than bringing the full gospel of sin, salvation and service?  Look around us today and 

we know that this is so. We live on the tail end of a time and culture that once raised up Jesus Christ and was summarily blessed.  And 

now disregarding the Gospel we see a society that is ripped apart by unrest and false worship.  As the church has fallen into decay so 

too has society and the ligh flickers and the salt loses its saltiness. 

   In understanding Jehu's character we must see ourselves and our tendency to sin.  We must see that there is nothing in us 

that God should come down to us and use us for His service.  And Yet God does.  God's covenantal character becomes clearer as we 

take a look our Jehu's character and our own.  We are sinners who left on our own fall far short of the glory of God.  In assessing the 

character of Jehu we must see our own character and tendency to sin and self-worship.  But the character of Yahweh should also 

become clearer as we look at the covenant that God establishes with Jehu. 

Yahweh's Covenantal Character  We have already ascertained that there was nothing in Jehu that Yahweh should choose 

him.  Even less was there in Jehu that God should establish a covenant with him.  We have seen from our text that before Jehu is 

granted covenant he is sinning before God.  He has set up false worship.  He has led Israel into apostasy. And yet in the midst of this 

tragedy the LORD God established a covenant with Jehu.  What would you do if you ran a business and one of your sales mangers 

consistently made up his own sales policy?  What would you do when he would misrepresent you and your product to the consumers 

or he created unrest in the company and worse, all those under his management followed suit.  Wouldn't you let him have it!  Would 

you tell him to stop?  Or more probably wouldn't you terminate his position with the company and seek someone more able?  What 

would you do?   

What does God do?  He has every right to annihilate消灭 Jehu or at least to send him back from where he came.  He could 

have verbally lashed out at or punished Jehu as He did with other kings but instead Yahweh develops and establishes a covenant with 

Jehu!  But why? 

   Verse 30 of our text says that Jehu shall sit on the throne of Israel until the fourth generation because he had done well in 

God's sight and Jehu did all that was in God's heart concerning Ahab and Baal.  Yahweh demands obedience and Jehu responded 

obediently to the command of the LORD uttered through the prophet. But there's more. 

Jehu was not completely obedient was he?  He had set-up a false cult异教, a man fashioned style of worship that stood 

opposed to God's law.  And yet it is the character of Yahweh to teach man to develop an obedient character.  Yahweh was making a 

point with Jehu, "Do you see that obedience brings blessing Jehu?"  This is an urging to further obedience.  If Jehu had known of 

Deuteronomy 17:14-20, he would have known that a king was always to have the torah, the law, close by.  He was to seek God's way.  

Hadn't the Lord spoke to Jehu through His prophet?  Hadn't the LORD by the hand of the son-of-the-prophet anointed Jehu?   And 

now He establishes a covenant with Jehu that Jehu might respond in gratitude.  Jehu ought to say thank you by tearing down the altars 

at Bethel and Dan and lead the people back to Jerusalem for worship. 

  But what of this covenant?  It wasn't like the covenant made to David. Jehu's son was not to sit on the throne forever.  But 

remember, Jehu's kingdom was Israel.  Jerusalem as the center of worship and Judah, the Davidic kingdom, were part and parcel of the 

promise of the Messiah.  God was establishing covenant with Jehu to teach Jehu about Himself and His promises that Jehu might lead 

Israel back to God.  God was working with Jehu.  And Jehu should have seen this covenant as a reward for past obedience and a 

teacher unto new obedience. Jehu should have lead Israel back to Yahweh and perhaps back to Jerusalem for worship.   

But there is more.  There is a message here for the nation of Israel.  And that message is, "When God speaks it happens."  

When God spoke the world was created.  When God spoke the rains came down and destroyed the world except for Noah.  When God 

spoke the Red Sea open into a path for Israel and closed, drowning Pharaoh and all his host.  When God spoke Elijah and Elisha raised 

dead boys unto life.  When God spoke the fire came upon the altar prepared unto Him by Elijah while the altar unto Baal remained 

cold.  And still Israel did not listen to Yahweh. When God spoke the house of Ahab fell, the blood of the prophets and Naboth was 

avenged and the heads of the seventy sons were piled up.  When God speaks it happens.  And when God establishes a covenant with 

Jehu it happens. Israel torn asunder by civil war, apostate kings, evil worship had forgotten about the power of Yahweh. She believed 

that Yahweh was just one of many gods.  They laughed at His prophets and called them mad-men! But God says to Jehu, "Your sons 

shall sit on the throne of Israel to the fourth generation."  One more time Yahweh was telling Israel, "I am the great I Am."  And 

Yahweh kept His promise.  There was no condition as to its establishment based on any merit in Jehu and his house.  No it was based 

solely on the will of God.  The great I Am was telling Israel to believe in Him and turn from other gods and to depart from the sin of 

Jeroboam and repent. God was making Himself heard and making manifest His power and glory to an unworthy Jehu, and Israel. 

Israel should have seen that glory was to be found not in social riches or political power or even in a military king.  She should have 
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looked to Yaheweh.  She should have repented and believed.  She should have seen her own unholiness in light of the gracious, holy 

and righteous character of God! 

We have seen the character of Jehu and Israel and I hope you have made the connection between their character and our own. 

In seeing their character we see all the more clearly the greatness of the Covenant God of Israel! It is then that we really begin to 

understand that we have so little impact as people on the course of history in this world.  When we as Christians begin to see that it is 

God who rules and that we must point out His character in teaching our children it is then that we can be free to see how wonderful 

God is.  God who kept His promises to Jehu, keeps His promises to us.  Any one of his chosen who repents and believes in Him, by 

His grace need not fear death.  God is stable in the face of our instability不稳定.  He will make Himself heard, despite our weakness 

and despite a church's apostasy背道.  He is patient with us; taking time to teach us. This is His glorious character. Though the church 

stumbles and falls and even seem to die out He is there. God who promised to David that a Son would always sit on the throne kept 

that promise.  Jesus Christ by His death on the cross had defeated Satan.  To all who believe in this Lord and savior Jesus Christ, to 

them the Father  gives life.  He gives His children the freedom to serve Him and know Him.  He is the Word of God and the pure 

image of God that reveals the character of God.  This is the theme of the Christian faith!  By grace alone. Our God, our savior through 

the in-working of His Holy Spirit makes us see and delight in the character of God.  And that character demands response.  The God 

who spoke to Jehu and who speaks to us in this text demands a response. 

Jehu's Characteristic Response Our text tells us of Jehu's response. "But Jehu took no heed to walk in the law of the Lord 

God of Israel with all his heart for he did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam who made Israel sin."  

   We would expect to read that Jehu changed his behavior and walked in the ways of David.  But that was not to be.  Jehu 

remained characteristically loyal to his own ways and his own honor.  Rather than being educated by the covenant Yahweh had 

established with him, Jehu remained as all those who reject God, in-educable.  Jehu did not follow God with all his heart but remained 

in the sins of Jeroboam.  More than this Jehu figured he knew it better.  He pushed Yahweh to the back.  he rebelled against God 

despite God's Holy character and the grace that had been shown to Jehu.  In so doing because he led Israel to sin and remain apart 

from fellowship with the Holy One of Israel. 

It would seem to us only polite to listen to God.  I mean can you imagine someone granted  all kinds of wealth and power and 

asked only of loyalty would follow the rules and show gratitude.  If one accepted the gift, a gracious response would be only right one 

would think.  And yet brothers and sisters as we have seen, so many in the church are unable to make an obedient and loyal response 

to Jesus Christ.  They want heaven and the fellowship of God's people but they want it on their own terms.  They are unwilling to give 

up their own security. In the churches people are warned and even disciplined often are unable to commit themselves whole-heatedly 

to Jesus Christ.  Christ who brings life and spiritual restoration is not only rejected by the world but also by those who would call 

themselves by His name.  What's more we have seen the leadership of churches cave on the matters of proper worship and the pure 

preaching of the Word, the proper administration of the sacraments and church discipline. And what is the result? 

   The result for Jehu and thus Israel was more unrest and civil war.  The result for Israel was that the dynasty of Jehu was the 

last dynasty.  The result of disobedience for Israel was a downward spiral盘旋 until God finally dispersed分散 them into captivity.  

But there was yet for them the hope of Jesus Christ. 

   Rejection of the grace that has been made known to us in Jesus Christ today brings with it a temporal and an eternal fate. In 

a temporal sense we see that once great cultures are being decimated毁灭 and torn apart.  We have seen the fall of communism and are 

witnessing the decadence and I think demise of the west.  We have seen the fall of once mighty and obedient churches.  We have seen 

the impact of heresy异端 become large as the church as forgotten the Law of God. God is still making Himself heard through the 

Kinship of Jesus Christ. To reject the covenant call of Jesus Christ to repent and believe is to suffer not only temporal unrest and 

spiritual turmoil but an eternal separation from Jesus.  It means suffering the pain and anguish of hell, the place of weeping and 

wailing and gnashing of teeth.    

Jehu responded not only for himself but for all of Israel.  By remaining loyal to himself he never overcame the weakness of 

his character.  He never taught Israel what proper worship is.  Though Yahweh made covenant with him to teach him and show forth 

Yahweh's power, Jehu lead Israel in the sins of Jeroboam.  The results were met with curse.  If he had only seen that Yahweh had 

rewarded his obedience, but he did not.  And this is tragic. 

Today you who are office bearers, parents and teachers, all who profess to be Christian must take heed谨慎.  We must feel 

this tragedy and work to bring hope to a world that does not see her own iniquity and worthlessness, just as we once were. We must 

lead in the paths of righteousness.  The Word of God demands obedience and God will make Himself heard.  Those of us who hope to 

become ministers or already are, must bring forth the Word of God in a way that declares the truth in obedience to God's Word.  We 

may not seek our own glory or comfort for in so doing we will only attain the unrest and brokenness that Jehu and Israel attained.  

Instead we must show forth God's glory. For this is the antidote解药 to tragedy, the glory of God! 

Yahweh showed forth His character and declared His power to Israel in choosing and establishing Jehu as king.  He loves and 

rewards obedience and loyalty.  He rewards those who see His glory. Yahweh showed that whatever He decrees comes to pass.  That is 

still the case.  He deserves our praise and glory.  He deserves that we seek his law and do it.  He demands holiness.  He is our God and 

we are His people.  Respond as Jehu did, in sin, and be certain of curses not only for this life but for the life to come. This is tragic, 

but, God will be heard! Respond with repentance and belief and He will bless you forever. This is God's glory, He will be heard!  

Amen     

 


