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Beloved in Jesus Christ: It is quite easy to love babies.  I do.  But then those babies grow up and their true natures become apparent.  You still 
love them, but sometimes you would like to spend time away from them.  And yet, you don’t leave them forever.  You still want them back. 

In a way, this is what the relationship of God and this covenant people was like – except that, unlike you, he was perfect. God deeply loved 

Israel, but at other times he was distant 遥远. Look how he brought them back after they strayed. 

 
Our headings are: 

Jesus Refused their Fellowship 

Jesus Revealed his Person 

Jesus Restored their relationship 

Jesus Remembered his promise 
 

Our goals are:  That you will see that though God may be angry with the church for a time, he will restore a backsliding倒退 church, 

a church which he bought with the precious blood of his Son. 

Jesus Refused their Fellowship 

15 Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, "Please let us detain 耽搁You, and we will 

prepare a young goat for You." 16  And the Angel of the LORD said to Manoah, "Though you 

detain Me, I will not eat your food. But if you offer a burnt offering 燔祭, you must offer it to the 

LORD." (For Manoah did not know He was the Angel of the LORD.) 
1.  Manoah (Rest) believed in God and loved God, so he asked Jesus to share a meal with him and his wife.   

 a. Eating together was a common feature of Eastern cultures. I once enjoyed lunch in the home of my taxi driver’s 

mother’s. If strangers were entertained 招待, how much more wouldn’t they entertain those they truly loved? 

 b. Eating together was a common feature of our relationship with God. The Lord Jesus ate with Abraham. 

Genesis 18:7  And Abraham ran to the herd, took a tender肉嫩and good calf, gave it to a young 

man, and he hastened赶紧to prepare it. 8  So he took butter and milk and the calf which he had 

prepared, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the tree as they ate. 
 One of these three men was Jesus.  Abraham called him “Jehovah.”   

 
2. But the Lord refused to eat with Manoah and his wife.  But why did the Lord refuse to eat with them?  The Lord ate 

with Abraham and Sarah because he was in good relationship with them.  But now, God had a dispute with his bride. 

His bride was living a compromising妥协的 life and was estranged 疏远from him. She paid no attention to him.  By 

refusing to eat with them, God was teaching them of that he had something against his bride. 

 

3. Lessons: 

 a. Today you share in fellowship with the Lord when you eat the Lord’s Supper. He is pleased to share it with 

you.  Let the knowledge of this meal regularly remind of your closeness to him. 

 b. Those who are outside his church or those who are not in good relationship with him are not permitted to 

share this meal with him. 

Jesus Revealed his Person 

17  Then Manoah said to the Angel of the LORD, "What is Your name, that when Your words come 
to pass we may honor You?"  18  And the Angel of the LORD said to him, "Why do you ask My 
name, seeing it is wonderful?"  

1. Manoah then asked the Lord his name.  Specifically, Manoah wanted to know how he may properly honor the Lord in 

worship after they are delivered from the Philistines.  The word translated “honor” is the same word for “glorify.”  

Manoah was not superstitious like the Jews who never wanted to know or say the name of the Lord…and even forgot 

exactly how to pronounce it!  Manoah simply wanted to be close to the Lord. 
 

2. The Lord responded in an interesting way.  While the translation is difficult, the Lord literally asked him how come he 

didn’t know that his name was Wonderful?  (“Seeing” is not in the original, but added to give the meaning.) IOW, 

Jesus was rebuking 斥责 him for not knowing his name. He should have known that Jesus was wonderful – in name 

and in nature! But the Lord graciously revealed it to him. You are reminded also! 

Isaiah 9:6  For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon  
His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
Prince of Peace. 



Isaiah 28:29  This also comes from the LORD of hosts, Who is wonderful in counsel and 
excellent in guidance. 

  

Lessons: 

 a. It is necessary to take the time when God blesses you with special blessings to honor him. God needs nothing 

from you, but you should show your gratefulness for all his mercies. 

Psalm 50:12  "If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all its fullness. 

13  Will I eat the flesh of bulls 公牛的肉, Or drink the blood of goats? 14  Offer to God thanksgiving, 

And pay your vows to the Most High. 15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver解救you, 
and you shall glorify Me."15  Call upon Me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall 
glorify Me." 
Psalm 86:12  I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And I will glorify Your name 
forevermore. 13  For great is Your mercy toward me, And You have delivered my soul from the 
depths of Sheol. 

 b. You must first experience the wonderful work of Jesus in your heart. Then take the time to think how 

wonderful your Lord is, and how wonderful your salvation is – and how Christ rescued you from  the terrors of 

hell that you deserved – for eternity永恒– with a guilty conscience, and how he restores you when you fall away. 

Isaiah 25:1  O LORD, You are my God. I will exalt You, I will praise Your name, For You have 
done wonderful things; Your counsels of old are faithfulness and truth. 

Jesus Restored Their Relationship  
19  So Manoah took the young goat with the grain offering, and offered it upon the rock to the 
LORD. And He did a wondrous thing while Manoah and his wife looked on—20  it happened 
as the flame went up toward heaven from the altar—the Angel of the LORD ascended in the 
flame of the altar! When Manoah and his wife saw this, they fell on their faces to the ground. 21  
When the Angel of the LORD appeared no more to Manoah and his wife, then Manoah knew that 
He was the Angel of the LORD.  

1. Seeing the unwillingness of Jesus to eat with them, but yet seeing the need to be close to him, Manoah did what was 

most essential in remedying the situation: He made an acceptable sacrifice of blood. Surely he knew that there 

was no forgiveness without blood sacrifices.  This burnt offering, as it appeared to be, was a voluntary offering.  

(Leviticus 1:3-17; 6:8-13)The burnt offering showed a total dedication to the Lord for the propitiation of all sins.   

 

2. Along with this blood offering, Manoah made a grain offering 素祭. (Leviticus 2:1-16, 6:14-18, 7:12-13) This was a 

voluntary offering, part of which was offered to God and part eaten by believers.  The grain offering accompanied the 

burnt offering. After the blood was shed, but only after, the warring parties were able to sit down to eat! 

 

3. In order to show his acceptance of Manoah and his wife, the Lord ascended into heaven in the fire.  (The Lord did a 

wonderful thing – a play on his name “wonderful.” V18)  This sacrifice was a picture of the Lord being killed and 

being wholly consumed for Israel’s sin. After his resurrection 复活 he ascended to heaven to send gifts to his 

children.  (If this were not Jesus, Manoah would have had no right to make sacrifice to him.  Sacrifices had to be 

done where the Ark of the Covenant 盟约 was – which represented Jesus.)  But when Jesus was there, Manoah was 

free to sacrifice there.)  Seeing this, they fell on their faces in worship – further proof that this was the Lord. 

John 3:13  "No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven, that is, the 
Son of Man who is in heaven. 

 

22  And Manoah said to his wife, "We shall surely die, because we have seen God!" 23  But his 
wife said to him, "If the LORD had desired to kill us, He would not have accepted a burnt offering 
and a grain offering from our hands, nor would He have shown us all these things, nor would He 
have told us such things as these at this time." 

4. Manoah became afraid because he was now sure he was talking to the 2
nd

 person of the Trinity (called the Angel of 

God); any doubt was removed. And he believed that he was going to die! (Exodus 33:20)  His consciousness of his  

 sins made him think of his impending doom 即将到来的厄运. He knew no one could stand before God and live. 

 

5. But again, his wife saved the day! She corrected Manoah’s false ideas of God.  She realized that those who were saved  

 need not fear the presence光临of God.  Blood was shed for them so they could go free and be returned to fellowship 

and friendship with God.  And she called the Angel of the Lord “Jehovah,” like Gideon and Abraham before. 

 

6. Lessons: 



 a. Jesus Christ was your burnt offering. He had to wholly give himself for you on the cross. (Matthew 26)  

Hebrews 9:12  Not with the blood of goats and calves, but with His own blood He entered the Most 

Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal redemption赎回. 

 b. When God accepts the sacrifice of Jesus, you have no more reasons to fear!  You can approach him in prayer. 

 c. Do you see the benefit of having a godly woman as a spouse?  The “weaker vessel较弱的船只” can sometimes 

be the “stronger vessel.” 

Jesus Remembered his Promise 
24 So the woman bore a son and called his name Samson; and the child grew, and the LORD 
blessed him. 25  And the Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him at Mahaneh Dan between 
Zorah and Eshtaol.nor eat anything unclean. All that I commanded her let her observe." 

1. The Lord was upset with Israel and did not want to sit down and have a meal with them, but he did not abandon 
them, just like a parent might be angry with a child but not abandon him altogether.  But God did not accept them on 

any condition. They had to come with blood sacrifice for their sins. So with that relationship restored through the 

blood sacrifice, he worked in the barren woman’s womb and she gave birth to a son named Samson. 

 

2.  Samson means “sunny.”  What a remarkable name, considering the darkness of Israel, trapped in sin and darkness. 

Lamentations 4:7  Her Nazirites were brighter than snow And whiter than milk; They were more 
ruddy in body than rubies, Like sapphire in their appearance. 

 

3. Then the Lord worked through this “sun” to give light and hope to Israel who were suffering under the Philistines. 

But notice that he had to practice.  Samson spent time in the northernmost parts of Israel, while the Philistines were 

in the southernmost part.  God wanted to deliver his people, but Samson had to develop his gifts from heaven! 

Ephesians 4:8  Therefore He says: "When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, And 

gave gifts to men." 10  He who descended is also the One who ascended far above all the 

heavens, that He might fill all things.) 
 

4. Lessons: 

 a. Wasn’t Jesus the Light of the Jews, a light to the Gentiles…your Sun of Righteousness?  John 8.  

Isaiah 60:1  Arise, shine; For your light has come! And the glory of the LORD is risen upon you. 
Luke 1:79  To give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet 
into the way of peace." 
Luke 2:32  A light to bring revelation to the Gentiles, And the glory of Your people Israel." 
Malachi 4:2  But to you who fear My name The Sun of Righteousness shall arise With healing in 
His wings; And you shall go out And grow fat like stall-fed calves. 

 b. Isn’t it true that when the Spirit came upon Christ he preached the Gospel?  And isn’t it true that when Jesus 

gave the gift of his Holy Spirit that he commanded you to go into all the world and preach the Gospel?  

Acts 1:8  "But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth." 

 You can do all things through Christ who strengthens you. He gave some to be apostles使徒, prophets先知, 

evangelists传福音的, pastors牧师, and teachers for building up of the body of Christ. Develop your gifts! 

Conclusion: 
Jesus was separated from Israel because of their sin, but he was not so far away from his covenant people. He cared. So he 

showed them that to please God, they needed a sacrifice for their sins.   

 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: 

1. While you individually, or the church collectively, might stray from faithfully serving the Lord, and though he may 

be angry with you for straying迷路 for a time, Jesus will never abandon his church.  He paid for your freedom!  He 

preserves his honor.  So he will find those who stray. (Ezekiel 34)  

2. But he only brings them back to fellowship with him when there is an appeal back呼吁回来 to his sacrifice for them 

personally. There is no other way of coming back to God.  This is repentance. 

3. The straying will only return through faithful preaching of the sacrifice of Jesus. Without preaching of the sacrifice of 

Jesus, the church will continue diving into the abyss of irrelevance走入歧途的深渊, dressed in a 3 piece suit. 

 

If you aren’t a Christian, you can’t come close to God (and you must be close to him in order to live) without the blood of 

Jesus Christ.  Why not ask God to count Christ’s blood as your blood…and Christ’s death as your death so you could go free? 


