
Judges 19:29-20:17 – Leaders Waking Up for the Big Fight 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ:  Recently the US Supreme Court decided that 

homosexuals had a right to be married – just as the Canadian Supreme Court did.  

President Obama said that it was a great ruling.  Now he argues that homosexuals needed 

more rights than what was given to them.  The problem with these wicked men like 

President Obama who support these sinful practices is that when someone has a “right” it 

means that others have an obligation to accommodate that right.  So if our church rented 

out our facilities, we won’t be able to deny renting it for a homosexual marriage.  Or if we 

want to hire an organist, we couldn’t deny a homosexual who applied for the job if he 

lived a wicked lifestyle.  Churches that speak the truth of God’s Word will surely start to 

lose charitable tax status, whereas wicked organizations will get tax breaks.  If you support 

God-ordained marriages you will find it hard to run for political office because you will be 

charged as a “denier of rights.”    

 

So what does all of this have to do with the Levite whose wife was killed by the 

Benjamites?  Very much! The church of Jesus Christ was complacent 自满 for so long, 

found itself in a hole, a deep, deep hole, and it needed to win a big fight- a big struggle – to 

get back on its feet.  So this is quite relevant to what we have today, as that is where we 

are – in a deep hole. 

 

Our headings are: 

The Request by the Levite 

The Resolve by Israel 

The Resistance by Benjamin 

 

Our goals are:  That, led by elders and ministers, you will start to prepare your family 

and your church for the big spiritual fight before us, lest the world destroys Christ’s 

church. 

The Request by the Levite 

29  When he entered his house he took a knife, laid hold of his concubine, and 
divided her into twelve pieces, limb by limb, and sent her throughout all the 
territory of Israel. 30  And so it was that all who saw it said, "No such deed has 
been done or seen from the day that the children of Israel came up from the land 
of Egypt until this day. Consider it, confer, and speak up!" 

1. The Levite returned home with the body of his dead wife and prepared to seek justice for her 

against her murderers. But bringing justice to a tribe was much more difficult than bringing 

justice to an individual, especially at a time when there was no real leadership in Israel. 

 

2. To get the support of the other tribes to bring justice against Benjamin, the Levite did something 

bizarre异乎寻常.  He cut his wife’s body into 12 pieces with a knife and sent it (the whole 

body with the 12 parts disjointed)  to all parts of Israel.  He wanted to show that disjointed 

parts were ineffective, but when all worked together, much more could be done.  Now this 



desecration of the body was contrary to God’s law, but the Levite did this to arouse discussion, 

then cause anger, and ultimately to make Israel act.  

 
1 So all the children of Israel came out, from Dan to Beersheba, as well as from 
the land of Gilead, and the congregation gathered together as one man before 
the LORD at Mizpah. 2  And the leaders of all the people, all the tribes of Israel, 

presented themselves in the assembly of the people of God, four hundred 
thousand foot soldiers who drew the sword. 

3. This act of sending the divided human flesh to the 12 tribes of Israel (and the story behind it) 

shocked the Israelites into acknowledging what was happening in Israel. They realized the 

depravity腐败 of the place. They realized how far they had fallen from God and they realized that 

they had to act. They realized that “everyone doing what was right in his own eyes” was 

disastrous惨重. They realized they needed leadership – prophet, priest, and king. 

 

4.  So the leaders ( corner stones) who had largely let Israel do what it wanted gathered Israel 

together -400,000 soldiers ready for battle. They gathered in Mizpah, a town between Judah and 

Benjamin. The church of Jesus Christ finally woke up and realised the danger that was all around– 

the danger of God’s judgment.  They realized they had to fight. 

 

3  (Now the children of Benjamin heard that the children of Israel had gone up to 
Mizpah.) Then the children of Israel said, "Tell us, how did this wicked deed 
happen?" 

5. But Israel was not impulsive浮躁. They wanted to be sure before they acted. There must never be a 

“fast-food” approach to justice. So they asked for the details of the murder from the primary 

source, nor from second-hand details.  And the Levite related the story to them.  His servant would 

have confirmed his account. 

 

4  So the Levite, the husband of the woman who was murdered, answered and 
said, "My concubine and I went into Gibeah, which belongs to Benjamin, to spend 
the night. 5  "And the men of Gibeah rose against me, and surrounded the house 

at night because of me. They intended to kill me, but instead they ravished奸污 
my concubine so that she died. 6  "So I took hold of my concubine, cut her in 
pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of the inheritance of Israel, 

because they committed lewdness淫荡 and outrage in Israel.  

6. The account: The Levite was traveling home with his wife. He received hospitality from a covenant 

brother. The men of Gibeah Benjamin, other covenant brothers, then came, surrounded the house 

in which he was staying with his wife, abused his wife so that she died.  He then took his wife’s 

body, cut it in pieces, and sent it to show Israel the great act of collective wickedness that had 

taken place in Israel.   

  

7  "Look! All of you are children of Israel; give your advice and counsel here and 
now!" 

7. He then challenged Israel to act to bring justice.  They had been asleep too long. This was cold 

water was in their faces. 

 

8. Lesson: 

a. We live at a time of low-information Christianity.  Many people know little of the persecuted 

church. Many hardly know what Islam teaches.  Many don’t understand the implications of 

homosexual marriages – why it is dangerous.  The Pope recently said that those who make guns 



are not Christians. The Anglican Church now wants to re-baptize so-called transgendered 

people using their new name.  Most think that Christianity is something to keep on the side – as a 

kind of crutch – instead of something to guide every aspect of how you live and what you believe. 

This is what failure in leadership has caused. But make sure that when you get information that 

it is correct.  Make sure you know God’s Word. Don’t wait to be shocked before you act.  

 

b. But information is not enough.  You have to be prepared to act – to not be ashamed. 

Confront sin – not just with those outside, but especially those who are in the church and in 

leadership positions.  The church must wake up from it “own-way-ness” and returned to 

orthodoxy正统.  “Getting along” is not a strategy for success. Freedom to “do what you want” 

leads to anarchy- as you can witness in many churches today. 

The  Resolve by Israel 

8  So all the people arose as one man, saying, “None of us will go to his tent, 
nor will any turn back to his house; 

1. Hearing the dreadful account of the wickedness among God’s covenant people, the nation 

decided to act. And look at the strength of the resolve: None would go back to his house until 

justice was brought.  They had to fight.  They could not take a Band-Aid to treat gangrene坏疽.  

 

9  “but now this is the thing which we will do to Gibeah: We will go up against it 
by lot. 10  “We will take ten men out of every hundred throughout all the tribes 

of Israel, a hundred out of every thousand, and a thousand out of every ten 
thousand, to make provisions for the people, that when they come to Gibeah in 

Benjamin, they may repay all the vileness that they have done in Israel.” 11  So all 
the men of Israel were gathered against the city, united together as one man. 

2. But talk is cheap, so they determined their action:   

 

a. They would go up by lot to get the rapists and murderers and bring them to justice.  Their 

desire to use lots meant they were putting their lives in the hands of the Lord.  They weren’t going 

to push their brothers first. 

 

b. Ten percent of the people played the supporting role…managing supplies, carrying 

weapons, etc.   

 Their unity was noted as they prepared for action. 

  

3. Lessons: 

 a. National sins call for national repentance. Kingdom sins call for kingdom repentance. But the 

calls must be clear.  Politeness, if it is used as an excuse to not confront sin, itself becomes sin. 

 

 b. Israel did not do the 20% of the tribes doing 80% of the work, as in churches today. One 

hundred percent of the tribes participated.  Do you have this same kind of zeal for the Lord’s 

church today?  
 

 c. Repentance is much more than talk.  You have to be prepared to act – to put your arms and 

you tithes behind this action.  It takes a commitment – a long, long term commitment.   

 

 d. Not everyone is a mighty warrior. Some make the warriors great by supporting them – 

like the 10% did.  



The Resistance by Benjamin 

12  Then the tribes of Israel sent men through all the tribe of Benjamin, saying, 
"What is this wickedness that has occurred among you? 13  "Now therefore, 
deliver up the men, the perverted men who are in Gibeah, that we may put them 
to death and remove the evil from Israel!" But the children of Benjamin would not 
listen to the voice of their brethren, the children of Israel.14  Instead, the 
children of Benjamin gathered together from their cities to Gibeah, to go to 
battle against the children of Israel. 15  And from their cities at that time the 
children of Benjamin numbered twenty-six thousand men who drew the sword, 

besides the inhabitants of Gibeah, who numbered seven hundred select men. 16  
Among all this people were seven hundred select men who were left-handed; 

every one could sling a stone at a hair’s breadth and not miss. 17  Now besides 
Benjamin, the men of Israel numbered four hundred thousand men who drew 

the sword; all of these were men of war. 
1. The first action of the rest of Israel was to unite and not be separated as the corpse of the Levite’s 

wife. They demanded the specific men who were guilty of the crime. But they did not want to 

indict起诉the whole tribe and impugn抨击all their characters.  They did this carefully because 

they knew that justice was essential to stability.  

 

2. Benjamin’s response: They refused to turn over the guilty men.  In refusing to do this they: 

 a. They became complicit in the crimes. In Israel, if one saw a thief and did not report it, he were 

guilty of the theft. Each one had a social and a moral obligation to act.   

 

 b. They then protected the criminal!   

 

 c. They defended the wicked men and got ready for war against their own brothers.  Twenty-

six thousand got ready for war.  But don’t let that small number fool you.  Benjamin was the 

warrior tribe.  They were incredibly skilled in war. There were 700 especially skilled left handed 

men.  They could sling a stone at a hair and not miss.  Maybe it was their strength is war that 

caused them to be bullies.  They were “wrong and strong.” 

 

3.  When talk failed, the church then had to act and become involved in a deep war.  Indeed, the 

church was in a deep pit.  And there is the problem!  If the church had awakened earlier and 

acted, this would not have been a cause for trouble.   But they were asleep too long.  They had 

come in a spiritual coma.  And consequence to this coma is the diminution减值 of their numbers.  

Because of their sin, their numbers were reduced by about 1/3. 

 

4. Lessons: 

 a.  Opponents of the church are not concerned about what makes sense or what is in the 

church’s best interest. They are not neutral either.  From the outside, they intended to destroy 

her. Expect non-believers will use whatever is in their power – including the law, employers, and 

politicians – to attack you.  From the inside, while they don’t intended to destroy the church, 

they will, as they are only a shell of religion.  They make noise and pretend to be holy, but they 

have no depth in their foundation.  They will falter. The church will then be made up of nice 

buildings. 

 

 b. The church must therefore be prepared to fight.   And expect opposition – even bitter 

opposition – from within the church and without.  But because you stand for the right, you must be 



prepared for the long fight ahead.  And it is a spiritual fight, so you must fight with God’s Word 

and Spirit, even if you die in the process. There is no use surviving if you can’t live faithfully. 

 

 c. In the fight with the insiders, you must specifically target the leaders of these shell 

churches. Debunk them! 

Conclusion: 

The Levite requested that Israel gather together to consider bringing justice on the wicked 

men of Benjamin. Israel then resolved to do just that after becoming ashamed of what was 

happening.  But because they had continued in sin – that deep hole- for such a long time, 

Benjamin loved its sin too much and resisted the attempts to clean up Christ’s church. 

 

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: 

1. The church in North America has been sleeping for 50 years and has sunk into an 

abyss.  One illustration:  A lady not too far from here is fighting to keep her position as a 

minister in the United Church and she doesn’t believe in God and she doesn’t believe that 

the Bible is God’s Word.  She sees the Bible as a nice book of morals. To others, the Bible 

has become more of a superstitious book or historical novel that you can use at weddings.   

The cutting out of a beating baby’s heart and selling it is but the symptom of this deep 

chasm. The fall started long ago. 

 

2. What will make you wake up for the big fight to get out of this hole?  You must 

remember that you were purchased by Christ’s blood and that you belong to him.  When 

this sinks in you will fight to the death to preserve his kingdom. No other motive is 

stronger! 

 

Finally: Christ assures believers of victory.  But if you are not his child, you have a 

difference assurance: defeat, destruction, and death.  But you can escape what might seem 

inevitable. You can escape if you put your trust in Jesus Christ – in who he is and what he 

has done. God will then take Christ’s life and death as yours and give you the victory that 

we enjoy. 


