Belgic Confession 25 — Ceremonial Pictures

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: Some people have no interest in the ceremonial laws of the Old Testament. They simply
view them as “Old Testament” and therefore not relevant or maybe less relevant. But ceremonial laws teach very important
things of who Jesus is and what he did for you. So you must properly understand the ceremonial laws, and you will understand
them today.

Our headings are:
The Completion of the Ceremonial Laws ( $L{¢#)
The Continuation of the Principles of the Ceremonial laws

Our goals are: That, through pictures, you will see that your salvation was fully accomplished by Jesus Christ, and that
the more you know him, the more you will love and worship him.

We believe that the ceremonies and symbols of the law ceased at the coming of Christ, and
that all the shadows are accomplished; so that the use of them must be abolished among
Christians; yet the truth and substance of them remain with us in Jesus Christ, in whom they
have their completion. In the meantime we still use the testimonies taken out of the law and the
prophets to confirm us in the doctrine of the gospel, and to regulate our life in all honorableness
to the glory of God, according to His will.
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The Completion of the Ceremonial Laws

1. There are 3 different types of laws in the Bible.
a. The civil law _( ;%) — laws given to direct the nation of Israel alone. You can learn principles of these laws. For
example, an Israelite was required to build a fence around the roof of his flat-topped house. So while you don’t have
houses that require fences on your roofs to prevent people from falling off, you need fences around your swimming
pool. That is the principle.

b. The moral law (&) — the 10 commands...which are permanent. They will stand till heaven. This is why it is
contemptible ( #]&B#Y ) that people now act like we only have 9 — ignoring the Sabbath law(ZEHE#%).

c. The ceremonial laws — pointed to (by ceremonies and symbols) the work of the coming Christ. It is about the

ceremonial laws that we want to talk about today. These are pictures.
All three of these laws together were called the Torah ( ##i1 , &%) .

2. Ceremonial laws pictured Christ and his work in two ways?

a. Symbols. Symbols are representations. For example, in the temple you see the candlestick, the showbread ( i&i%
#) , and the altar of incense. These three were symbols of the work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. The Ark of
the Covenant ( £94E ) was a symbol of Jesus. The breastplate (fih% ) of the High Priest symbolized Jesus carrying the
world on his heart. The age and nature of the Passover lamb (@5 ) symbolized Christ as the proper sacrifice.
Israel had to avoid certain meats — like ducks and pork. The meanings of these symbols were clear, but others were
somewhat obscure.

b. Ceremonies. Ceremonies are actions of worship: Circumcision ( El%L ) , making different kinds of offerings (A% ),
following laws of ritual cleansing (;&%%L ) , and celebrating the Passover — the act of killing and eating the animal,
special feast days (7788 ) and special Sabbaths. These all taught about Jesus Christ as well.

Signs and ceremonies served to lead Israel to, and to keep Israel faithful in, the expectation of the Messiah (Christ).

3. Are there pictures (symbols and ceremonies) in the New Testament? While the Old Testament has limited words, but
many pictures, the New Testament has many words but limited pictures. We only have 2 symbols — baptism (i%4L)
and the Lord’s Supper ( 2% ) — two simple non-bloody signs. Yet the goal of both the Old and New Testaments is
to speak of the work of Jesus Christ in one continuous story. The New Testament explains what the Old Testament
symbolized.



http://www.chinachristianbooks.org/home/ChildrenContent.aspx?CategoryId=53b0e291-51e4-401c-a25f-0eb9d4dae41f&SubCategoryId=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&ContentId=983f878b-7f4e-4b41-ae74-228ee9d3fe2c#BELGIC25-3
http://www.chinachristianbooks.org/home/ChildrenContent.aspx?CategoryId=53b0e291-51e4-401c-a25f-0eb9d4dae41f&SubCategoryId=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&ContentId=983f878b-7f4e-4b41-ae74-228ee9d3fe2c#BELGIC25-2
http://www.chinachristianbooks.org/home/ChildrenContent.aspx?CategoryId=53b0e291-51e4-401c-a25f-0eb9d4dae41f&SubCategoryId=00000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000000&ContentId=983f878b-7f4e-4b41-ae74-228ee9d3fe2c#BELGIC25-1

4. The NT does not have many symbols and ceremonies (pictures), yet the New Testament teaches that these symbols
and ceremonies were copies and shadows of Christ. The Levitical priesthood was abolished when Christ came.

Hebrews 8:4-5 - For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who
offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things,
as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle & &. For He said,
"See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the Mountain."

And the copies had to be exact as possible.
Hebrews 10:1 - For the law, having a shadow of the good things to come, and not the very
image of the things, can never with these same sacrifices, which they offer continually year

by year, make those who approach perfect.
And while copies of the sacrifice had to be repeated because they were not perfect, it is not so with Christ. There is no

need for another sacrifice of Jesus.

5. These signs and ceremonies have now been completed or fulfilled in Jesus Christ. These signs and
ceremonies were shadows. And since these symbols and ceremonies were shadows, they
would obviously have passed away. Shadows disappear when light comes! Do we have proof of
this? The writer of Hebrews points out that Jesus had to do God’s will (fulfill the symbols and
ceremonies) that the new law might take its place. This “new law” (or administration of the
“new law” no longer requires symbols and ceremonies, but trusting in Christ’s work (faith)...

instead of having the priest make sacrifices.
Hebrews 10:9 - then He said, "Behold, | have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the

first that He may establish the second [covenant].
Galatians 5:2 - Indeed |, Paul, say to you that if you become circumcised, Christ will profit you
nothing.
Why would Christ profit you nothing? The laws, like feast days and food laws, have passed
away as well, but because Christ became YOUR circumcision, you benefit greatly from him.
Colossians 2:16-17 - So let no one judge you in food or in drink, or regarding a festival or a new
moon or sabbaths, 17 which are a shadow of things to come, but the substance is of Christ. ( 16
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So sacrifices, circumcision, and observation of special feast days are not to be observed any more
because they have been completed by Christ. Ceremonies and symbols have done their jobs...they
led Christians in the Old Testament to the cross.
Hebrews 10:14 - For by one offering He has perfected forever those who are being sanctified. (
At —RBRE , EUFBFURRHIAKZTE, )

6. By the way, Christ also fulfilled the moral law...
Matthew 5:17 —"Do not think that | came to destroy the Law or the Prophets. | did not come to
destroy but to fulfill.

7. This means that vou don’t have to light any candles or wear special clothes to worship. Come,
listen to preaching about Christ’s work, sing about Christ’s work, and pray for blessings from
Christ’s work and confess your sins. You do not have to take an animal to the priest if you have
sinned. And this is why vou can eat pork and Peking duck for dinner...these signs and
symbols have passed.

The Continuation of the Principles of the Ceremonial Laws

1. While you don’t have to participate in these OT ceremonies and symbols, you can learn from
them. By these symbols and ceremonies can learn in an illustrative way about Christ’s life and
work for you. So do not ignore the ceremonies and symbols.

2. Specifically, you can learn from the symbols and ceremonies of the Old Testament.
Consider some specific examples. But there are many others...




a. You can learn of Christ’s purity, his perfection, his ministry for 3 %5 years, the
preservation of all of his bones, and the wholeness of his sacrifice from the Passover

ceremonial lamb.

b. You can learn how to be saved from your sins from looking at the Old Testament
ceremonies. The sins and trespass offerings, with all the blood, remind you of what you deserved.

c¢. While vou don’t have to sacrifice an animal before worship as the Old Testament priest
did, vou learn to focus on the sacrifice of Jesus Christ for vou when vou worship.

d. While vou don’t have to be circumcised today. vou can focus on circumcision of vour heart
and learn to put-off uncleanness.

3. The Roman Catholics continue to sacrifice Christ daily, as the animals were daily sacrificed for
sins in the Old Testament. This is a return to Judaism (3#A#% ) — where worship is filled with
symbols and ceremonies. This is called the Eucharist ( xx##9=2#3+.) . The Eucharist demands
priests...rather than pastors. But if Christ has fully paid for the sins of the world, why does he
need to be daily sacrificed (gR#%#t% ) in attempt to please God? The Roman Catholic Eucharist is
an abominable (& Atg&E#y) sin that robs Christ of his glory. Never participate in this perversion (%
%) of Christ’s sacrifice... never attend a Eucharist.

4. In error, the Anabaptists (E#x) in the past, and even today, take the opposite extreme view to
the Roman Catholic by mostly ignoring the ceremonies of the Old Testament. Most sermons
are based on the New Testament. But since all the Old Testament promises are fulfilled in Christ,
you need to study the promises of the Old Testament to better worship Christ. And one more

serious mistake: Arminians and other Anabaptists treat the Lord’s Supper and baptism purely as
symbols without seeing them as the covenant signs ( 2#19i2€ ) and means of grace.

Conclusion:

Christ completed (fulfilled) all the symbols (candles, showbread, etc) and ceremonies (sacrifices,
feasts, etc.) of the Old Testament. And there is no greater visible picture of this completion of the
ceremonies of the Old Testament than when the curtain (##) in the temple was torn in two when Jesus
was crucified and access to the Holiest place (Z2#7) in the temple was opened to all. The one act was
symbolic of all those ceremonies being fulfilled in Jesus. And Christ’s willingness to do this for you
started with Christ’s love for you.

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ, don’t dismiss the Old Testament — especially those chapters that have
lots of instruction about signs and ceremonies. Don’t be scared of them. Love them. Read them.
Learn of the nature and work of Jesus Christ. Ask questions about what you read if you don’t know.
Do the research. If you do this, you will grow in appreciation of Christ’s work and be a blessing to
the Lord and to your neighbor. When you learn of Christ’s fulfillment of the OT ceremonies it will
make you worship Christ better. Will you promise today to work study these signs and ceremonies more?

Finally, if you are not Christian, let me remind you that Jesus gave his life for his children. He prayed
when he was on earth and he continues to pray that God will bring his children into his kingdom. If you
hear a voice telling you today to surrender to Jesus Christ, ask him to make you child. Don’t delay,
come to him and find rest — rest forevermore.
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