Esther 4:1-17 — Standing_for the Kingdom
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Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ: When we do our profession of faith it is not the end of a journeys; it is
the beginning of a long, tiresome, and often treacherous (f&[&;[#]) journey. Personal challenges will
come, like a serious sickness or the loss of a loved one. Kingdom challenges will come, like the church

compromising (Z{#p) with sin or becoming totalitarian. And sometimes, there will be personal
challenges about kingdom problems...like what Esther faced. You will remember that as the pagan (7

#fE) Haman worked tirelessly to destroy the Jewish people who were in Persia, Esther was personally
challenged by the Lord to stand up his kingdom. You will hear about this today.

Our headings are:

The Danger

The Deliberation (if}E)
The Decision

Or goals are: That you will learn that those in the kingdom of Christ are expected to fight for the
kingdom of Christ.

The Danger

1 When Mordecai learned all that had happened, he tore his clothes and put
on sackcloth ( #7X_)_and ashes, and went out into the midst of the city. He
cried out with a loud and bitter cry. 2 He went as far as the front of the king’s
gate, for no one might enter the king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 3 And in
every province where the king’s command and decree arrived, there was great

mourning among the Jews, with fasting ( 2 & )_, weeping, and wailing_( =
E )_;.and many lay in sackcloth and ashes.
1. Mordecai learned of the danger that the Jews were in because of the wicked Haman.
Haman manipulated the king so that he condemned (#%E5E) all Jews to be executed without
trial* B #]) . Their possessions were to be taken by their executioners (7% ) and Haman
would pay the king 10,000 talents of silver for the loss of taxes he would have received from the
Jews if they were alive. It was a perfect plan of a deviant (B Z¥E ) mind.

2. What was the Jewish response?

aloud to God.
In tearing his clothing he was showing intense sorrow. Fasting showed he wanted to focus on
prayer. Sackcloth (made of rough camel’s hair) showed he did not care about his personal comfort.

Ashes on the head showed he felt like dust and being buried in the earth — an outward picture of
inward humility (ij¥2) . Then he cried aloud to his Savior.

But even in his intense humiliation, he only went as far as the king’s gate, not into the king’s
palace. He was not allowed to go further. Kings never wanted sad people to be around them.

b. The people also fasted, crying, wailing, wearing sackcloth and putting ashes on their
heads.

But it was a shame that when Cyrus, the Medo-Persian King, had given the Jews permission to
return to Jerusalem after the Babylonian captivity (#£1) was over many Jews chose to stay in
Persia. They had become comfortable among pagans (4 A ) , thinking that the pagans would
accept them. This was a mistake!

4 So Esther’s maids and eunuchs came and told her, and the queen was
deeply distressed. Then she sent garments to clothe Mordecai and take his
sackcloth away from him, but he would not accept them.




3. What was Esther’s response to the terror facing the Jews?
a. She showed she understood the danger God’s people were in. She showed empathy.
Romans 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.

He wanted to keep the pictures of humiliation (sackcloth and ashes) as he waited for his prayers to
be answered.

Esther was struggling in her soul about standing up for the kingdom, so she tried to throw a
blanket over the problem.

4. Lessons:
a. There are always those who are bent on destroying the church of Christ. They are doing
what their father, the Devil, wants. It is naive not to think so. It might be Canadian to be polite and
think good of evil men, but it is Christian to judge the danger around so you can respond properly.
Notice how homosexuals have moved from wanting to be tolerated, to be accepted, and now, be
supported! Some are now openly acknowledging that their goal is to nullify (${£j§) the effects
of the church.

b. Learning to fast, pray, and work for the saints (Z&f£) is a normal Christian activity.

You are bound to do these things for the church. But, as Mordecai, work within the law. (So

don’t blow up abortions clinicsFE ifi2 fif, though these murder centers are protected and promoted
by the civil authorities. Work within the permissible bounds.

c. Danger, sin, and sadness can’t be covered by nice clothing. You have to fight. Don’t put a
Band-Aid on gangrene If#H. This is a_cosmic battle for world dominion. You heard this recently
from Pastor Zekveld. Don’t be a silent bystandersZ M3 .

d. Leaders of this world often have no lasting interest in caring about the welfarefg#k, f&f]

of the abused Christian; they care for their own welfare. They make sure they have cushy3£#%

HtJ jobs after they are out of office. How different they are from the King of kings! He is always
ready to receive the broken hearted and the spiritual captive to set them free.

The Deliberations

5 Then Esther called Hathach, one of the king’s eunuchs ( &A% ) whom he had
appointed to attend her, and she gave him a command concerning Mordecai, to
learn what and why this was. 6 So Hathach went out to Mordecai in the city
square that was in front of the king’s gate.
1. Esther took the time to investigate the details of the execution order;_she refused to be
impulsive (JBzhHEY) .
You know how there are false stories on Facebook? (Did you hear that Clint Eastwood died this
past week?) Esther wanted to learn the truth.

7 And Mordecai told him all that had happened to him, and the sum of money,
that Haman had promised to pay_into the king’s treasuries to destroy the Jews. 8
He also gave him a copy of the written decree for their destruction, which was
given at Shushan, that he might show it to Esther and explain it to her, and that
he might command her to go in to the king to make supplication to him and
plead before him for her people. 9 So Hathach returned and told Esther the
words of Mordecai.

2. Mordecai then sent Esther all the information she need: Haman manipulated (M) the king in

order to get him to sign a decree (j%:4) to destroy all Jewish people.
Mordecai even sent a copy of the written decree to Esther and told her about the large amount of
money Haman promised the king. Mordecai did this with the hope that she would be motivated




to go to the king and make supplication to save the Jews and exposing Haman’s wickedness.

10 Then Esther spoke to Hathach, and gave him a command for Mordecai: 11
"All the king’s servants and the people of the king’s provinces know that any man
or woman who goes into the inner court to the king, who has not been called, he
has but one law: put all to death, except the one to whom the king holds out the
golden scepter, that he may live. Yet | myself have not been called to go in to
the king these thirty days." 12 So they told Mordecai Esther’s words.
3. Then Esther responded (though a messenger — so you see how all were working together)_to

Mordecai by saying that it would be very difficult, even dangerous, to go to the king.

She argued that she could be killed if she tried in an impromptu  (FEHESTHY]) way to get to see

the king. She wasn’t against helping, but there was mortal danger to her life. It was even more

difficult and dangerous to try to approach the king because she was somewhat estranged (#{ifiit
) from the king who had not sent for her for 30 days.

13 And Mordecai told them to answer Esther: "Do not think in your heart that
you will escape in the king’s palace any more than all the other Jews. 14 "For if
you remain completely silent at this time, relief and deliverance will arise for
the Jews from another place, but you and your father’s house will perish ( X

T ) . Yet who knows whether you have come to the kingdom for such a time as
this?"
4. Then Mordecai responded to Esther’s arguments:
a. He said that possible death from the king was better than certain death from the
executioners axe.

c. He said that God may have providentially placed her where she was to help at that time.
(God loved his people so he made Esther queen to save them.) Mordecai was pointing Esther to
her Savior...a Savior who was calling her to risk her life for the kingdom.

5. Lessons:
a. Learn to be calculating{EiH |1, in a good sense| i /15, of what the Christian response
ought to be to challenges we face. Don’t repeat what others repeat. Don’t go with the mob.
Don’t act impulsively. Get the facts. Plan the action.

b. Learn to use whatever position into which God has providentially placed you to advance

the cause of Christ’s kingdom. If you have boldness, deliver tracts (}835 85k ) to people on
the streets. If you have the gift of speech, debate others about the Scriptures. If you have the gift of

hospitality (#IE4F%) , invite others to your home so they can see Christian living. The

Trapp: ...if ever a man will speak, let him do it when the enemies are ready to devour the
Church. ..
Psalms 137:5 If | forget you, O Jerusalem, Let my right hand forget its skill! 6 If |
do not remember you, Let my tongue cling_to the roof of my mouth — If | do not
exalt Jerusalem Above my chief joy.

c. There is often a price to pay for standing up for Jesus. You might be denied a promotion,
lose a job, lose a friendship,

and even face death in some countries. But we are not islands to ourselves. We live an inter-
connected life.

d. Thank God that our heavenly Father delights to hear our prayer always.
John 4:23 "But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship

Him.



There was only a cloth veil in the Old Testament, but now the veil was torn in two by Jesus. We
always have access to him.

The Decision

15 Then Esther told them to reply to Mordecai: 16 "Go, gather all the Jews who
are present in Shushan, and fast for me; neither eat nor drink for three days,
night or day. My maids and | will fast likewise. And so | will go to the king,
which is against the law; and if | perish, | perish!" 17 So Mordecai went his

way and did according to all that Esther commanded him.
1. After all considerations, including her initial reluctance (A3 [EJ&) to help, Esther decided to help
save the church of Jesus.
Esther’s response was no longer in her self-interests but she wanted to act for the good of the
kingdom.
But know that she was not looking to the king for remedy (¥J4) . She was looking the Lord.
She knew that God could change the king’s heart. The king was an instrument to be used by God.

2. Esther did not act alone in her fight to save the kingdom.
She urged Mordecai to get the Jews together so they could fast and pray for her labors. And this

was not a simple fast. This was for 3 days and 3 nights! I suspect this was a subtle Trinitarian (=

PL—KZ L) statement, intentionally or unintentionally. Even Esther’s maids were involved
in the fast.

3. Then Esther committed herself to the Lord: If she died, she died.

4. Mordecai and the people did as Esther commanded. They humbled themselves and fasted and prayed
for 3 days and 3 nights.

5. Lessons:

the kingdom of Jesus, not your own self-interest. You are a part of his kingdom. He died for

you so you could be saved. You belong to him. Be ready to give up a lucrative (§E4kH) job,
lose some friends, or choose a different career in order to serve the kingdom.

b. There are times, as in which we are today, where you have to act. The church is facing an
existential threat from the outside, from civil authorities, from false religions, and from society as

a whole. The church is facing threats from within as well. You must throw down the gauntlet (i

SFE) .

¢. Success, as the world describes it, is not the measure of success as God defines it. You must
be faithful to the task. If you die fighting for the kingdom, it means that was the task God had for
you and you were successful.

Conclusion:

The Jews in Persia were in great danger of being completely wiped out. Queen Esther took time to consider
the matter, and when combined with a rebuke from her uncle, she made the decision to act to serve the
Kingdom of Jesus.

Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ:

about having to change your job? How hard are you willing to work for the kingdom? How much sacrifice
are you willing to make?

2. Here is the truth: Jesus died to redeem (F/5) his bride, and she will expand and be filled with




glory, with or without you. But God is pleased to use you to advance his kingdom’s cause. Are you
willing to be used?

3. God will help you if you are willing. He will equip you with everything you need through his Word and
his Holy Spirit. Who knows what great things he will do through you!

Finally, if you are not for Christ, you are against him. If you are against him, he will destroy you in hell
forever. If you don’t want him to destroy you forever, ask him to change your heart and adopt you as his
child. He will do as you ask. He said so.



