Belgic Confession 10 — God the Son: His Deity and Eternity

Brothers and Sisters in Jesus Christ: There are so many proofs of the Christ’s Deity#{1£ in the Old and New Testaments that it
would take deliberate# & blindness not to see them. You will see some of these proofs today.

But knowing doctrines#{ 3 is not sufficient7s /£. You have to see the implications#; X and the applications of those doctrines. Those
doctrines must influence your life...influence how you feel, speak, and think. Doctrines influence your outlook...even your emotions.
And you will see both the doctrine and the implications today as we examine the deity of Christ.

Our headings are:
Christ is God — His Eternity
Christ is God — His Activity

Our goals are: That you will be convinced of the Deity of Christ, that you will_appreciate Christ’s work as Deity for you more, and
that you will be an excited witness of the implications of Christ’s Deity to the world.

We believe that Jesus Christ according to His divineffZ%nature is the only begotten Son of God, begotten from
eternity, not made, nor created (for then He would be a creature), but co-essential and co-eternal
JLE A F A3E FE K 4E with the Father, the very image of his substance and the effulgenceyt#of his glory, equal to

Him in all things. He is the Son of God, not only from the time He assumed our nature but from all eternity, as
these testimonies, when compared together, teach us. Moses says God created the world; and St. John says that all
things were made by that Word which he calls God. The apostlef#ifi says that God made the world by His Son;
likewise, that God created all things by Jesus Christ. Therefore it must follow that He who is called God, the Word,
the Son, and Jesus Christ, did exist at that time when all things were created by Him. Therefore the prophet Micah
says: His movements are from of old, from everlasting. And the apostle: He hath neither beginning of days nor end of
life. He therefore is that true, eternal, and almighty God whom we invokef 3R, worship, and serve.

Christ is God — His Eternity

We believe that Jesus Christ according to His divine nature is the only begotten Son of God, begotten from
eternity, not made, nor created (for then He would be a creature),
1. Jesus is the only begotten (monogaynes) Son of God, begotten from eternity.
This Greek word “monogaynes” is unique - used only for special circumstances. Jesus was not created. He was not adopted
like you were adopted. He always was the Son.

but co-essential and co-eternal with the Father, the very image of his substance and the effulgence
(shine brilliantly) of his glory,
2. Now let us look at proof “this only begotten Son” is truly God.

a. Jesus is treated as possessing very essence of God.
Isaiah 7:14 "Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

Immanuel means: God with us. There is no “daylight” between the two. When Jesus is present, God is present!

Isn’t it a comfort it is to know that God is with you? He knows your loneliness and pain in the stillness of the night. He

knows when you have a broken heart.

b. Jesus testified to his Deity.
John 10:30 "I and My Father are one."
Either Jesus was a lunaticyX -, a liar, or the Lord! The Bible shows that he is the Lord. That was his claim.

c. Jesus claimed and asserted his eternity — showing he existed long before he was incarnated.
John 7:58 Jesus said to them, "Most assuredly, | say to you, before Abraham was, | AM."
John 17:5 "And now, O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which | had with You
before the world was.

d. Even the Prophet and Apostles spoke of Jesus’ eternity, proving his Deity.
Micah 5:2 "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, Though you are little among the thousands of Judah, Yet out of
you shall come forth to Me The One to be Ruler in Israel_Whose goings forth are from of old, From
everlasting."
Isaiah 9: 6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His
shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father...

It would have been the height of arrogance (and blasphemy) to call one who was not God, God.
Romans 9:5 ...Christ came, who is over all, the eternally blessed God. Amen.




John1:1-2 In the beginning was the Word... He was in the beginning with God.
The whole Gospel of John proved by many people’s testimony the Deity of Jesus.

f. The Patriarchs recognized Jesus as God in his “God-appearances” (theophanies) in the Old Testament...like when
Abraham called Jesus, God in Genesis 18.
These are some good passages to raise with your Jehovah Witnesses friends when they come to your door. (Keep these notes.)

equal unto Him in all things. He is the Son of God, not only from the time that He assumed our nature but
from all eternity, as these testimonies, when compared together, teach us
g. Jesus claimed equality to his eternal Father in all things.
Jesus did not shy away from confessing that he was equal to the Father. And he does this directly and by implication.
John 5:23 "that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son
does not honor the Father who sent Him.
He spoke this so clearly that it became the basis of his execution. The Jews knew that the phrase “Son of God” applied to the
2 person of the Trinity. No one was executed for claiming to be a “man” or an “angel.”
John 5:18 Therefore the Jews sought all the more to kill Him, because He not only broke the Sabbath, but
also said that God was His Father, making Himself equal with God.

h. Furthermore, every attribute of the God’s is equally Christ’s attributes.
Examples: Jesus has all power. Jesus is omniscient. Jesus knew where Nathaniel was before (John 1:48) he saw him. Also,
John 2:25 and had no need that anyone should testify of man, for He knew what was in man.

3. If Christ were not God, Christianity is like every other religion that requires the action of man to find favor with God.
Christianity would be a “do” religion instead of a “done” religion. But only Christianity teaches that God is not impressed by any
of man’s actions but has provided Christ to be your Savior. But what a phenomenon!_What preciousness! What privilege!
What comfort! And what a reminder that you must serve him with passion and piety for all he has done for you!

(Let’s now talk about all he has done for you.)

Christ is God — His Activity

Moses says that God created the world; and St. John says that all things were made by that Word which he
calls God. The apostle says that God made the world by His Son; likewise, that God created all things by
Jesus Christ. Therefore it must needs follow that He who is called God, the Word, the Son, and Jesus Christ,
did exist at that time when all things were created by Him. Therefore the prophet Micah says: His movements
are from of old, from everlasting. And the apostle: He hath neither beginning of days nor end of life. He
therefore is that true, eternal, and almighty God whom we invoke, worship, and serve.
1. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, made and keeps all people and all things.
The Bible teaches that God made all things (Genesis 1:1), and since the Bible teaches that Christ made all things, Christ must be
God. His activity proves his Deity. (Col 1:15)
John 1:3 All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
Consider proof of his preservation of all things.
Hebrews 1:2-3 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all
things, through whom also He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the
express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by
Himself purgedi&Four sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
Do you see how special you are in Christ...that he, your Creator, would provide everything you need for your body on a
continuing basis! This also means that if you or a loved one dies, both your body and soul remain in the hand of the Lord. He
is simply moving you from an earthly dimension to a heavenly dimension.

2. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, accepts worship and honor which only God must do.

John 5:23 "that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father.

John 20:28 And Thomas answered and said to Him, "My Lord and my God!"
Do you ever notice how you would feel uncomfortable if people praise you for something if you realize
that you were not that good...or you just helped a little? Yet, this was not the case with Jesus! He fully
knew what he did and what he would do and he said so and took the appropriate credit!
Do you sometimes worship as if God were one person and that Jesus were somehow like a helper? If so,
learn to worship with a full spiritual view of his glorious greatness and his manifold goodness, knowing he
is fully God!

3. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, forgives sins — a thing only God can do.
Mark 2:5 When Jesus saw their faith, He said..."Son, your sins are forgiven you."
Luke 7:48 Then He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven."




You might say you forgive someone who wronged you...but it is not the same as the forgiveness you have
in Jesus. When you forgive you are simply saying you will no longer hold something against someone who
wronged you. When Jesus forgives sins, he has the view of his sacrifice on the cross! He died to
remove your sins...fully...forever.

4 Jesus, the eternal Son of God, is the Judge of the world — a thing only God can do.
John 5:22 "For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,
As your judge, he intimately%% tJ]knows what he has done for you, so he is guaranteed to set you free from
condemnationiEXE. And his Father always listens to him and does what he asks._If Christ were not your
judge, who would represent you before the Father? But there is another thing you must remember: Jesus
will condemn the wicked if they don’t have the Gospel...a Gospel that you have. So share it. And
regularly pray they might be saved from Judge Jesus’ condemnation.

5. Jesus, the eternal Son of God, is your Savior — a thing only God can do.
No man can fix his problem of sin by himself.
John 5:24 "Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and believes in
Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has
passed from death into life.
John 8:23 And He said to them, "You are from beneath; | am from above. You are
of this world; I am not of this world. 24 "Therefore | said to you that you will die in
your sins;_for if you do not believe that | am He, you will die in your sins."
Notice that he did not say the one who believes “might” have eternal life...some time in the future! No, he
said that the believer knows this fact and experiences salvation in his heart - now!
Moslems view Jesus as a prophet5: %, Eastern religious view Jesus as an enlightened teacher. Western

people today view Jesus as a moralisti# fZwho gave rules for good living. Liberals see Jesus as a
revolutionary who spoke for the “little” man. Others view Jesus as the “ideal” man, who is worth copying.
Those who hold these views and do not see Jesus as Christ the Eternal Son of God, will die in their sins and
be condemned by him. Help them. Share the truth.

Conclusion

Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God — without beginning or end. He is equal to the Father in every way. His
testimony and his activities prove his Deity. He is the Creator and Sustainer of all things. He is worshipped and
he accepts worship. He forgives sins. He will judge the world. If Christ were not God, you could not be saved
from your sins, for you would not be able to face the anger of his Father. God’s anger would be too much for you.

Brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ:

1. You must confess that Jesus is the eternal Son of God for your own salvation, for only God could bear the
punishment of man’s sins and relieve him of the suffering.

2. Since Christ is the eternal Son of God learn more about him so you could worship him better.

3. Since Christ is the eternal Son of God by his eternity and his activity, rest in that confidence and not worry
about the future.

4. Since Christ is the eternal Son of God announce it to the world so the world might learn and confess this.
Without this knowledge, the world can never come to a saving knowledge of Jesus. Don’t try to make the Gospel
palatable. Don’t look for similarities and say: “We are similar to other religions, join us.” Point out the Deity of
Christ...man’s only hope. Help the Moslem and Jew see they are not worshipping the same God as we.

Finally, since Jesus is the eternal Son of God, every knee will bow to him one day and confess he is the only way
to God. You have that opportunity of doing it and receiving his blessings. At another time it may be too late.




